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A CHARITABLE 


ADDS EB 


Who are of the Communion of the Church 
of ROME. | 


HE Deſign of this Addreſs being 
only to put you upon a ſerious 
and diligent Enquiry, into the 
Truth and Lawfulneſs of thoſe 
FS= ſeveral Things which you profeſs 
and practiſe, and wherein other Chriſtians differ 
from you; to the Intent that you may fully ſatisfy 
your own Conſciences, either in retaining them 
if upon a full Examination of them you find | 
them to be right, or in rejecting them in Caſe 
they ſhall manifeſtly appear to be wrong ; I hope, 
that as many of you as ſhall meet with this Pa- 
pero will vouchſafe to read it with Attention and 
atience ; and that you will earneſtly beg of God 
to open the Eyes of your Underſtanding, that 
you may clearly diſcern all ſuch Things as are 
agreeable to his holy Will, and neceſſary to your 
own Salvation : And that no Prejudice or Pre- 
poſleſſion of your Minds may prevail upon you 
to keep you in Error, 


» 
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II. If you refuſe or neglect to enquire into the 
Ground and Reaſon of the RELIGION which 
you have embraced, and the ſeveral Parts and 
Dr of it; do not think, that it will excuſe 
vou before God at the laſt Day, that your Parents 
or Friends brought you up in this Religion, 
which was profeſſed by your Fore-fathers ; or 
that your Spiritual Guides have thus taught you : 
For a Few, a Turk, and a Heathen, may in the 
fame Manner excuſe themſelves to all Intents and 
| Purpoſes as well as you. God has given you 
rational Souls; and if you make uſe of your own 
Underſtanding, according to the beſt of your ſe- 
veral Capacities to preſerve yourſelves, as well as 
you can, from thoſe Evils or Calamities which 
otherwiſe might, for want of Care, befal you in 
this World ; Is there not much more Reaſon, 
that you ſhould do the ſame where your precious 
Souls are Stake ? Look into your own Bible (if 
you ſuſpe& the Truth of ours) and there you will 
find St, Peter himſelf giving you a Charge that 
you ſhould always be prepared to give Satisfaction 
to every. one who aſteth you a —_— the Flope that 
is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 5. In like Manner St. Paul 
directs you to prove [or try] all things, and to 
bold faft that which is good: 1 Theſl. v. 21. 
And St. John, in as plain Words as may be, 
ſays unto you and to all Chriſtians, Beloved, 
believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether 
they are of God : For that many falſe Prophets are 
gone out into the World. 1 John iv. 1. Many there 
are, and always have been, who, under Pretence 
of teaching the true Religion, have broached 
moſt pernicious and dangerous Errors : Theſe 
are the falſe Prophet, of which St. John here 
| ſpeaks ; Nor is it poſſible for any Man to diſtin- 
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guiſn them from true Prophets, or Teachers, 
except he tries, examines, and ſearches into their 
Doctrine, that he may thereby find whether they 
are guided by the Spirits of God, or whether they 
are under a Spirit of Deluſion. It is not enough 
for a Man to ſay (as I have heard ſome of you 
ſay) I am guided by my Spiritual Paſtor ; I believe 
as the Church believes, and if I am in Error, the 
Church muſt anſwer for it ; the Church is my 
Hoſtage and Security with God”; with other ſuch 
Expreſſions, too common in the Mouths of many 
of you ; who chuſe rather to take their whote 
Religion upon the Credit of their Prieſt, than to 
give themſelves a little Trouble in enquiring into 
the Truth of it. For every Man muſt anſwer 
for himſelf to God: Every Man hall bear his 
own Burden : And therefore let every Man provg 
his own Work [his own Actions, his own Wor- 
ſhip, his own Religion]; and then ſhall he have Glary 
[or Rejoicing] in himſelf alone, and not in another. 
Gal. vi. 4, 5. God, whois infinitely good and 
gracious, requires nothing from us that is bevond 
our Ability to perform ; But as far every Man 
is capable of learning and underſtanding his Will, 
ſo far our own Reaſon, as well as the holy Scrip- 
ture, ſufficiently informs us, that it is our Duty. 
diligently to enquire after it: He being our Su- 
preme Lord, to whom we his Creatures are in- 
debted for all that we are, and all that we have; 
and under wh ſe abſolute Power and Dominion 
the whole Univerſe with every thing therein for 
ever was, and is, and ſhall be. 

III. When a Few, a Turk, or a Pagan, or 
any Perſon who has been brought up in In- 
fidelity, is converted to the true Faith; before he 
is received and made a Member of the Church of 
Chriſt, it has al ways and every where. been. the 
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Practice, that at the Time of his Baptiſm, he 
ſhould ſolemnly make a Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and a Promiſe of Chriſtian Obedience. 
The Way of doing this has uſually been, and ſtill 
continues to be, by returning a proper Anſwer to 
certain Queſtions, which for that Purpoſe are ap- 
pointed to be put to him : And when an Infant 
is brought by his Chriftian Parents or Friends to 
be baptized, his Sureties (whom we commonl 

call Godfathers and Godmothers) do in his Name 
make the like Anſwers to the ſame Queſtions, as 
a Security to the Church, that the CriLp ſhall 


be brought up. in the ſame Faith and Religion, 


If therefore you would know, what that Faith 
and Religion is into which you have all been 
baptized, and thereby made Members of Chri/?'s 
Holy Church, and Heirs of eternal Salvation; 
I defire you would only read the- Office of Bap- 
tiſm, as it is ſet down in the Ritual of your own 
Church, and there you will find what Anſwers 
you, or your Sureties in your Name, were requi- 


red to make to the Queſtions then propoſed to 


you ; which will fully inform you what that 
Faith or Religion is, which your own Church 
muſt allow to be ſufficient in order to eternal Sal- 
vation; becauſe ſhe requires no more from any 
Man in order to his being received as a true 


Member of the Chriſtian Church, by the holy 


Sacrament of Baptiſm. And becauſe this Matter 


is a litle more fully expreſſed in the Order for 
baptizing Perſons who are of Age, than in that 


for the Baptiſm of Infants ; I ſhall from thence 
faithfully tranſlate all thoſe ſame Queſtions and 


: Anſwers, and then refer them to your ſerious 


Confideration : Nor will I conceal any thing 
which is there added for the better W 
| either 
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either the Queſtions which are propoſed, or the 
Anſwers that are required to be returned to- 
them. "=p 

IV. For Example then; Let us now ſuppoſe, 
that a Perſon from his Infancy brought up in 
Deathen Jdolatry, ſhould be ſo far perſuaded of 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, as to become a Con- 
vert to it, and ſhould apply to a Prieſt of the 
Church of Rome, to the Intent that he might be 
received into the Church by Baptiſm : The Ro- 
man Ritual, publiſhed by the Pope's Authority 
(which in theſe Cafes is allowed to be the Rule 
whereby every ſuch Prieſt is to be directed), the 
Roman Ritual, | ſay, in the firſt place orders (and 
that very rightly) that ſuch Convert ſhould be di- 
ligently inſtructed in the Chriſtian Faith, aud the 
Rules of holy Living, and ſbould for ſome Days be 
exerciſed in Warks of Piety ; that his Will and Pur- 
poſe ſhnuld often be enquired into; and that he ſhould 
not be baptized without ſuffeeient Tuflrutiions and 
Knowledge and by his own free Will and 3 
And that ſuch his Inſtruction, Knowledge, Will 
and Conſent may openly appear, ſo as to give Sa- 
tisfaCtion to the Church, into which he is to be re- 
ceived, that he is a ſincere Convert, and a true 
Chltiſtian; the Prieſt is required, before he bap- 
tizes him, to put the following Queſtions to him, 
and the Convert to return ſuch Anſwers as are 
here ſubjoined to the ſeveral Queſtions. 

Prieſt. By what Name art thou called? 


Convert. N. N. is put for the 
Prieſt. N. hat defireft thou of the Cheitis : Nome 
Church ? vert takes. 
Convert. Faith, | | 
Prieſt. What does Faith procure for you ? [Fides 


quid tibi præſtat?] 
Convert. Eternal Life. 


Prieſt, 
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Prieſt, If thou wilt have Eternal Life, keep the 
Commandments, Thou fhalt Love the Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Mind, and thy Neighbour as 
thyſelf. On theſe two Commandments the whole 
Law depends, and the Prophets, Now Faith 
is, that thou ſhould/t worſhip one Cd in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the 

Perſons, nor dividing the Subſtance, For there is 
one Perſon of the Father, another of the Son, and 
another of the Holy Ghoſt; Put the Subſtance of 
theſe three, is one, and but one Divinity. 

Prieſt, N. Doft thou renounce Satan & 

Convert. [ renounce him. 

Prieſt, And all his Works ? 

Convert. I renounce them, 

Prieſt. And all his Pemps? 

Convert. I renounce then, 

Prieſt, Doſ thou believe in Cod the Father Almigb- 
ty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth © 

Convert. Tbelieve. 

Prieſt. And deft thou believe in Feſus Chrift his 
only Son, our Lord, who was born, and ſuf- 
ered ? 4 

Convert. I believe; 

Ptieſt. And deft thou believe in the Holy Gheſt. the 
holy Cathalick Church, the Communion of Saints, 

the Remiſſion of Sins, the Reſurrection of the 
Fleſh,. and eternal Life ® ' bs, 

Convert, I believe. 


V. In the Order for adminiſtring Baptiſm as 
well to Infants as to Perſons who are of Age, as 
it is ſet down in the Roman Ritual, there are di- 
vers Things which are liable to very juſt Excep- 
tion ; of which I here take no Notice ; My only 
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Deſign at preſent being (as I have ſaid) to ſhew 
what that Faith and Religion is, into which all 
Members of the Roman Communion are baptized, 
But, as 1 paſs along, I cannot but obſerve, that 
when the Prieſt makes the Sign of the Croſs 
upon the Forehead and Breaſt of ſuch a Con- 
vert as I am now ſpeaking of ; amongſt other 
Things which he ſays to him, to exhort him to a 
holy Life, he bids him abhor Idols, and reject 
Images Horreſce Idola, reſpue Simulacra], which 
I think, is hardly to be reconciled with the Prac- 
tice of the Church of Rome, or with the Faith 
which ſhe profeſſes and avows: It being expreſly 
made an Article of Faith in that Church, that 
Honour and Veneration is due, and to be given, to the 
Images of Chriſt, the Virgin Mary, and the other 
Saints, Nor does it appear, that the Heathens 
themſelves paid greater Worſhip to their Images, 
than what is maintained and practiſed in thoſe 
Countries where the Roman Religion is eſtabliſned. 
Some perhaps will tell you, that Simulacrum and 
Image have not exactly the ſame Signification : 
For Anſwer to which, I need only refer you to a 
Latin Dictionary. Or if there ſhould be ſome 
ſ aall Difference in the Signification of theſe two 
Words (as I profeſs I can find none), yet this 
would be but a poor Diſtinction to rely upon in 
Matters of Faith and Religion, upon which the 
Salvation of our Souls depends, But I muſt re- 
turn to the Point which I am now upon. 

VI. That the Church may be the better ſatisfied 
that the Convert is ſincere in his Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, he is required to repeat the 
Apo/iles Creed together with the Prieſt, and alſo 
to ſay the Lord's Prayer : Soon after which, the 
Prieſt puts the ſame Queſtions to him, n—_ 

| is 
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his renouncing of Satan with all his Works and 
Pomps, and his Belief of the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and receives the ſame Anſwers, 
as was done before: And then further aſks. 


Prieſt. N. what deft then deſire ® 


Convert. Baptiſm. 


Prieſt. Wilt thou be baptized 4 


Convert. I will. 


And then the Prieſt baptizes him with Water, 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt : By which he is admitted as a 
Member of the Church of Chriſt. 

VII. I need not here ſtand to give you any ful- 
ler Account of this Order for adminiſtring Bap- 
tiſm; of which you may fully ſatisfy your- 
felves by having — to the Roman Ri- 
tual; and ſuch of you as do not underſtand 
the Latin Tongue may have it interpreted to 
you by any of your Clergy. But what I have 
now faithfully extracted out of it is ſufficient to 
ſhew, what that Faith and Religion is, upon 
the Profeſſion of which alone, every Perſon is, 
by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, to be admitted as a 


Member of your own Church; and when an In- 


fant is brought to be baptized, his Sureties in his 
Name make the very ſame, and no other Pro- 
feſſion. | 

VIII. Now here I beſeech you to obſerve, 
that in all this there is not the leaſt Word or In- 
timation of the Pope or his Supremacy, the Pre- 
eminence of the Church of Rome above all other 
Churches, the Doctrine of Tranſub/lantiation, the 


Sacrifice of the Maſs, the Morſbiping of the Hoſt, 


the Communion under one Kind or Species alone, 
the 


' 
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the Doctrine of Purgatory, with Maſſes and Pray- 


ers for the Dead, Indulgences, Praying to Saints, 


Wor ſhiping of Images and Relicks ; the Number 
of Seven Sacraments, and neither more nor fewer, 
Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt, Pennance, Pil- 
grimages ; or of any Point whatever, which at 
this Time is controverted between you and 
us. If then neither the Profeſſion nor Belief of 
any of theſe Things is required as neceſlary to 
qualify = Man to be baptized and received as 
a true Member of Chri/?s Church; Is it not 
moſt proper for you to examine and demand by 


what Authority they are impoſed upon you to be 


believed and received as neceſſary to eternal 
Salvation ? Can any thing be neceſlary to Salva- 


tion, which God (the only Author and Giver 


of Salvation) does not require from us ? Or if 
God does thus require the Belief and Profeſſio 1 of 
theſe Things from us; why are they not expreſ- 
ſed, or at leaſt ſufficiently implied, in that Profeſ- 
ſion, which every Chriſtian is required (either in 
his own Perſon or, if.he be an Infant by his 
Sureties) to make, when he is received as a Mem- 


ber of Chriſt's Church by Baptiſm ? 


IX. The only Anſwer to this Difficulty, that 


I could ever meet with from any of you, is, That 


tho' theſe Things are not here expreſſed ; yet they 
are all ſuffictently implied in that one Article of the 
Catholic Church, which makes a Part of the Apo/tles 


Creed; it being the Duty of every ſingle Chri- 


ſtian to believe as the Church believes; and that 
therefore when you profeſs, that you believe the 
holy Cathalick Church, you therein profeſs the Be- 
lief of all theſe Things which the Church (you ſay) 
believes, and has accordingly defined: For which 
Reaſon there are very few of you, that ever give 


your- 
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yourſelves the Trouble of making any farther En- 
iry into the particular Points of your Faith. 


qu 
| But if this be a good Anſwer, what Neceſ- 


ſity can there be for a Chriſtian, at the Time 
of his Baptiſm, or indeed at any other Time, to 
make Profeſſion of any other Article of Faith, be- 
ſide this of the Holy Catholic Church, in which (ac- 
cording to this Doctrine) all the reſt are ſufficient- 


ly implied and contained ? or if it be neceſſary 


that a Chriſtian, at the Time of his Baptiſm, or 


his Sureties for him, ſhould make Profeſſion of 
ſome other Articles of Faith beſide this one; Why 


not of a. 4 them? Or what Reaſon can be given, 
why the Profeſſion of Faith, publiſhed by Pope 
Pius IV. in the Year 1564, and now univerſally 
received and owned by the Church of Rome, as 
the true Catholick Faith, out of which no Man 
can be ſaved (as it is there expreſſed), why this 
Prefeſſion of Faith (I ſay) ſhould not, every Ar- 
ticle of it, be made at the Time of Baptiſm ? In- 
deed the Matter ſeems very plainly to ſpeak for 


itſelf, that great Numbers of learned Men of the 


Roman Communion know very well, that 
the latter Part of Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faith, 
which we reject, was no Part of the Faith of the 
ancient Chriſtin Church; and therefore the Go- 
vernors of your Church dare not make it a Part 
of the Baptiſmal Profeſſion leſt, by ſuch an In- 
novation, they ſhould give Occaſion for a Schiſm 
amongſt yourſelves, which, every Man may ſec, 
would ſoon be the Conſequence of the Intro- 
duction of ſuch a Practice. 

X. In the Converſatlon which I have had with 
divers Perſons of your Perſuaſion 3 finding them 


always to ground their * 2 upon the Autho- 


rity of the Church, which, they ſay, is an Infalli» 


ble Guide, that cannot err in Matters of Faith; 
1 have 
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I have often aſked them what they mean by the 
Chirch? To which ſome have anſwered, that 
they mean, the Pope and the Cardinals ; ſome that 
they mean the Clergy; ſome, a General Council; 
and ſome, the Pope, and a General Council in 
Conjunction; but not one that | have happened to 
meet with, has given me that Account of the 
Church which is ſet down in your own Catechiſm, 
commonly called the Roman Catechiſm, publiſh- 
ed by the Pope's Authority, in Purſuance of a 
Decree of the Council of Trent, for the Inſtruction 
of all Pariſh-Prieſts, and as a Direction to them, 
how they ought to inſtruct their People: And 
indeed it has aſtoniſhed me ſometimes to meet 
with Men, in other Things of good Senſe, who 
have no right Notion of this important and fun- 
damental Doctrine, upon which they ground all 
their Hope of Salvation. I beſeech you therefore, 
in the Fear of God, with Patience and Attention, 
to read and conſider what I ſhall here faithfully 
extract out of this Catechiſm concerning the Ex- 
plication of this Article of the Apoſtles Creed, 1 
believe the holy Cathalick Church, 

XI. And here 1 think it proper, in the firſt 
Place, to take Notice of what is there laſt of all 
mentioned, And I do it in order to remove a 
common Error or Prejudice which has poſſeſſed 
the Minds of many, it not moſt of you, Some 
of you, with whom I have diſconrled, have ar- 
gucd after this Manner: “ As we believe in God 
the Father, in God the Son, and % God the 
« Holy Ghoſt ; fo we believe in the Holy Ca- 
s tholick Church: And this you, us well as we, 
« profeſs to be the Chriſtian Falch: And does 
not this plainly ſhew, that we are to give the 
\ {ame Credit and Belief to what the Church de- 

B « fines 
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& fines or declares, as if it had been immediately 
e delivered by God himſelf ?” After this man- 
ner, I ſay, I have known ſome of you to argue; 
and, as far as I can find, the very ſame Notion 
ſeems to have taken place in the Minds of Moſt 
if not all of you. But this authentic Catechiſin 
of your own, out of which your Prieſts are re— 
quired to inſtruct you, will teach you a very dif- 
terent Leſſon. I will ſet down the Words of it, 
firſt in Latin, for the Satisfaction of ſuch of you 
as underſtand that Language, and then faithfully 
render them into Ang, that you may be con- 
vinced I do not deceive you, Thus then your 
own Catechiſm (peaks, Unam igitur Eccleſiam Sanc« 
tam & Cathalicam efſe, ueceſſaris eredendum e/t, 
Tres enim Trinitatis perſonas, Patrem, & Filium, 
& Cpiritum Sanctum, ita credimus, ut in eis fidem 
noflram collocemus. Nunc autem, mutata dicendi 
forma, Sandlam, & xen in Sandtam Hecliſiam, 
credere profitemur ; ut, bac etiam diverſa loquendi 
ratione, Deus omnium Effector a creatis rebus diſtin- 


guatur, In Engliſh thus, It is therefore necefary 


to believe, that there is one Holy and Catholick 
Church, For we ſo believe the three Perſons of the 
Trinity, the Father, and the Sen, and the Holy 
Gheſt, that in them we place our Faith Bui now, the 
Ferme, Speaking being altered, we profeſs to believe 
tle Ile Church, but not to believe in it; that by 
tl ts different Way of Expreſſion, God, the Maker 
all Thinks, may be diſtinguiſted from the Crea— 


Het. I think this Paſſage, if well conſidered, 


might go a great Way to put an End to all Con- 
u overſies that are between us: The Catechiſm, out 
of which it is taken, is of uncontradicted Autho— 
1ity in the Church of Reme, and therefore I call 
upon you, in che Name of God, and of your 

OWn 
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own Church, to hearken with Attention to this 
important Doctrine, which, out of it, I here di- 
ſtinctly — before you. 

XII. We are taught by it from the Apeſtles 
Creed (which both you and we receive) to believe 
in God the Father: We are alſo taught to beltzve 
in God the Son: And we are taught to believe in 
God the Holy Ghoſt, In this Holy Trinity we are 
taught te place our Faith, But we are expreſly 
taught not to believe in the Holy Catholick Church, 
but only to believe that there is one Holy and Catholick 
Church; and the Reaſon given for this different 
Sort of Belief is moſt ſtrong and unanſwerable ; 
For the whole Body of the Church being made 
up out of Mankind, who are all Creatures; if we 
ſhould beheve in the Church, as we believe in the 
Blaſſd Trinity, we ſhould not make a ſufficient 
Difference between God and his Creatures, This 
is the plain and ſound Doctrine of your Church's 
Catechiſm z and if your Clergy, who have the 
Care of your Souls, do not diſtinctly and diligent- 
ly inſtruct you in it; but ſuffer you, or any of 
you, to remain in an erroneous Opinion, that you 
are to believe in the Holy Cathalick Church, it is 
plain that they do not deal faithfully by you, 

XIII. When any Doctrine plainly appears to be 
delivered in thoſe Ho Scriptures, which both you 
and we acknowledge to be the [Ford of God; this 
we muſt all own to be the Doctrine of God; nor 
can we entertain the leaſt Doubt of the Truth of 
ſuch Doctrine; becauſe we believe in God, and in 
God we are to place our Faith, as your Catechiſm 
expreſly teaches : But when the Church delivers a 
Doctrine, we are not to receive it as a Doctrine of 
Faith, until it appears that the Church herſelf has fo 
received it from God: F - otherwiſe we ſhould place 
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our Faith in the Church; we ſhould believe IN the 


Church; which the ſame Catechiſm, as plainly as 


Words can make it, tells us, we are by no Means 
to do; and that if we ſhould do ſo, we ſhould 
not, as we ought to do, ſufficiently di/tinguifh be- 
tween Gd and his Creaticres, | 

XIV. This Matter, I think, is as clear as the 


Light at Noon-day: And therefore you muſt ei— 


ther deny the plain Doctrine of your Catechiſm, 
or elſe you muſt never receive any Doctrine of 
Faith upon the Authority of the Church, until 
you are ſome other — convinced, that God 
has delivered it, as a Doctrine of Faith, unto the 
Church herſelf. 

XV. Here then we are ready to put the whole 
Controverſy between you and us upon this fair 
and clear Iſſue: Let your Church bring ſufficient 
Proof that ſhe has reccived all the latter Part of 
Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faith from God himſelf : 
And if ſhe can do ſo (as it is plain ſhe never can) 
we ſhall be ready to join with her in the ſame 
Profeſſion : But as long as this is not done (nor, 
again I ſay it, can ever be done) I beſeech you, 
in the Name of God, not to deceive yourſelves, 
by embracing ſuch Things upon the bare Autho- 
rity of your Church,without enquiring farther into 
the Truth of them. Or, if you are reſolved to 
ſhut your Eyes, and to give yourſelves up to the 
Conduct of the Guides which you have made 
choice of ; you ought not to be ſo unreaſonable 
as ever to expect, that thoſe who walk with their 
Eyes open, and make Uſe of the Underſtanding 
which God has given them, to diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Error, will ever run the Manifeſt Ha- 
zard of their eternal Salvation, to bear you Com- 
9 | 
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(17 ) 
XVI. Having thus fairly laid before you the 
Nature of that Belief, which your own Catechi/m 
teacheth you to have [not in, but] of the Holy 
Catholick Church; I beſeech you to hearken with 
Attention, whilſt, out of the ſame Catechiſn, I 
ſhew you what this Holy Cathalick Church is, 
which you are thus required to believe or ac- 
knowledge. And (not to take up your Time wrh 
Things which are not neceſſary) you are there 
plainly told, in the Words of St. Argn/tine, That 
the Church is [God's] Fane People dijperſed 
through the tebele TWorld. That of this Church 
there are two Parts, the Triumphant and the Milt- 
tant. The Triumphant is the Company ef the Bleſſed 


in Heaven. The Militant Church is the Company + 


of all the Faithful robo live upon the Earth, That 
wicked Men, together with theſe who are righteous, 
ere included in the Church ; whim God can and 
will diſtinguiſh ane from the other, alth:ugh toe can- 
not always do it with Certainty : That in this Article 
ef the Creed, The Church ſignifies the Multitude both 


of good and lad Ten (meaning ſuch as profets 


the true Faith and Religion) and nt only the Ge- 
derners, but alſo the People, whoſe Duty it rs to 
obey, That the Churcb is Catbolict, that is to fay, 
Univerſal, becauſe it is net confined to ene Kingdom, 
or one fort ef Men, but takes in all; and that all 
ha have, or do, cr ball profeſs the true Faith, 
ron Adam to the End of the Morlil, belong ta the 
fame Church ; which all who deſire cternal Salva- 
tion ought to hold and embrace, This then is the 
Catholic Church, which the Ap:/llrzs Creed and 
your own Catechiſm teach you to believe. It con- 
ſiſts not of the Clergy alone, either in Council or 
otherwiſe (as many of you, without farther en- 
quiring, ſcem to think), but is made up el tlic 
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whole Company of true Believers, Laity as well 
as Clergy, It is not (as your Catechiſm expreſly 
teaches) confined to the Limits of one Kingdom, or 
of one ſort of Men: But all Men, Barbarians, 
Scythians, Servants, Freemen, Males and Fe- 
males are comprehended in it, Provided always, 
that they embrace the true Faith and Religion 
(for it is ever to be underſtood) neither are any 
Perſons excluded out of it ; except Infidels who never 
were in it, Hereticks and Schiſmaticks whe 
have departed from it, and thoſe who, by its Judg- 
ment, are excommunicate and caſt out of its Com- 
munion. 

XVII. Your Catechiſm indeed farther teaches 
you, that, as this Holy Catholick Church is, by 
one Faith and one Baptiſm, made one Body under 
one Lord and Governor, Jeſus Chriſt, whom God 
has made the inviſible Head of His Church; ſo is 
there alſo a vifible Head and Governor of it upon 
the Earth, that is to ſay, the Biſhop of Rome, who 
(as is pretended) is the lawful Succeſſor of St, Pe- 
ter, Prince of the Apoſtles; and that it is the una- 
nimous Opinion of all the Fathers, that this viſible 
Head is neceſſary in order to the ſettling and pre- 
ſerving of the Church's Unity, But the few Sen- 
tences that are produced out of ſome of the Fa- 
thers, in order to ſhew this to be the unanimous 
Opinion of them all, are far ſhort of proving what 
they are brought for; as might eafily be ſhewn, 
if it were my preſent Purpole to enter into that 
Controverſy, And indeed the Words of St. Cy- 
prian, as they are there quoted, are ſufficient by 
themſelves (if they are allowed of) for ever to 
overthrow all the Pretenſions of the Pope or Bi- 
ſhop of Rome's being the viſible Head and Gover- 
er of the Catholick Church; except he . — 

ome 


(19) 
ſome other Foundation for it, than that of his 
being the Succeſſor of St. Peter. For, whatever 
honourable Mention the ancient Fathers may 
ſometimes make of St. Peter, as beinga very emi- 
nent Apoſtle, or of the Biſhop of Rome, as being 
his Succeſſor (if really he be ſoa) and Biſhop 
of the chief City of the greateſt Empire in the 
World: yet St. Cyprian, as he is here quoted in 
expreſs Terms, grants that our Bleſſed Saviour, 
after his Reſurrection, gave equal Power to all the 
Apoſiles. Quamvis Apoſiolis omnibus, poſt Ręſur- 
rectionem ſuam, parem poteſtatem tribuat, & dicat, 
ficut miſit me Pater, & ego mitto vos Accipite 
Spiritum Sanctum, & c. If then Chriſi gave equal 
Power to all the Apeſtles, it is plain that he gave 
no more Power to St. Peter than what he did 
to every other Apoſtle; and conſequently, that 
St. Peter had no more Government over the 
Church than what each of the other Apoſtles 
was intitled to; nor is therefore to be looked 
upon as the ſingle Head or Governor of the whole 
Church, Vn 
XVIII. The Word Catholict is taken from 
the Gree#, and ſignifies exactly the ſame with Uni- 
verſal, which is a Word derived from the Latin. 
As the Catholick Church therefore is nothing elſe 
but the Univerſal Church of all Ages and Places, 
and accordingly is ſo deſcribed in your own Cate- 
chiſm, as I have ſhewn you; ſo the Catholick Faith 
neither is, nor can be, any other thing but 
the Univerſal Faith of the Univerſal Church : And 
if any Point of Doctrine has been received and 
taught only by a Part of the Cathalick Church, 
this cannot be ſufficient to make it become an 
Article of the Cathalick or Univerſal Faith, It 
4 is 
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( 20) 
is on all Hands acknowledged, that, before the 
coming of Chrift into the World, ſome Points 
of Faith were not ſo clearly and fully made known 
to the Church of God as they have been fince : 
Of which therefore there are only ſome obſcure 


and imperfeCt Footſteps and Repreſentations in the 


old Law and the Prophets. But when Jes Chrift 


brought the clear Light of the Goſpel into the 


World, he thereby made all theſe Things ſo ſar 
manifeſt, as he required the Belief of us; and his 
Apoſtles after him, being faithful Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, taught every thing that was 


neceſſary to be known unto the Church; nor did 


they ſhun to declare unto them all the Council of God; 
as St. Paul ſays of himſelf, A. xx. 27. If there- 
fore you would know what the true and complete 
Catholick Faith is, look back to the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, and learn from their own Writings, what 
that Faith is which was once {by them] delivered 
to the Saints; Jude iii. What are thoſe Doc- 


trines which they themſelves taught and preach- 


ed, and required to be received and believed 
by all Chriſtians, For this, and nothing elſe, 
is to be look'd on as the Catholick or Uni- 


wverſal Faith of the Gathelick or Univerſal Church, 
of all Ages and Places. In all the Ages of 


the Chriſtian Church, there have been Men (and 


ſome of them Men of Piety and Learning) who 
have taught and maintained ſeveral Opinions ; 
ſome of which are manifeſtly falſe; and thu 
ſome of them may appear to be probable, or, it 
may be, true; yet no ſuch Opinion is to be re- 
ceived as an Article of the Catholick or Univerſal 
Faith, or the Belief of it to be owned as neceſſary 
to eternal Salvation, except it appears to ow 
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been ſo taught by the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers 
of the Goſpel. 

XIX. By this plain Rule, I beſeech you all, to 
make Tryal of all thoſe Additions which Pope 
Pius has made to the ancient Cathelick Faith, The 
Apoſtles Creed, I ſay, contains all that Faith, the 
Profeſſion of which is, even by your own Church, 
required, in order to Baptiſm ; as I have already 
ſhewn you. The Nicene Creed (as it is uſually call» 
ed) explains the Apaſtles Creed in ſome Points, but 
makes no Addition to it: and this was the onl 
Creed in which your own Council of Trent made 
Profeflion of their Faith when they began to ſit 
as appears from the public Acts of that Council, 
The Athanaſian Creed is a fuller Explication of 
ſome of the Doctrines contained in the two for- 
mer Creeds ; but does not ſo much as pretend 
to add any new one to them, nor was any other 
Creed or * Faith required even by the 
Church of Rome, for many Ages after the com- 
ing of Chriſt, except theſe Three. But after the 
Council of Trent had taken upon itſelf to deter- 
mine many other Points, not only as Points of 
Doctrine, which they would not allow to be 
contradicted, but as Matters of Faith and ne- 
ceſſary to be believed in in order to eternal Sal- 
vation; in the Vear 1564, Pope Pius IV. in Pur- 
ſuance of the Determination of this Council, 
publiſhes a new Profeſſion of what he calls the 
true Cathalick Faith, in which he firſt recites the 
Nicene Creed, and then adds many other Articles 
to it (which you will find faithfully tranſlated at 
the End. of this Addreſs), all which taken together 
he calls the true Catholick Faith, without which no 
Man can be ſaved ; and binds the Biſhops and 
Clergy of his Church, under a ſolemn Oath, 

themſelves 
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(22) 
themſelves to make Profeſſion of it, and to teach 
the ſame to the People committed to their Care. 
XX. Here then I beſeech you all, carefully to 


read over theſe Additions, and to try them, by 


the plain Rule which I have laid down, whether 
they are to be looked upon as part of the Catholick 


or Univerſal Faith of the Catbolict or Univerſal 


Church, in all Ages and Places, from the Days of the 


. Apoſtles to this preſent Time. Your Doctors and 


learned Men have taken much Pains to pick up 
ſome ſcattered Sentences here and there out of the 
Fathers or ancient Writers of the Church, which 
they generally miſinterpret, to give Countenance 
to theſe their Doctrines: But the Queſtion here 
is not what was the Opinion of theſe or any of 
theſe ancient Writers or Fathers : For it is well 
known, that they had private Opinions of their 
own, in ſome of which they were ſometimes mi- 
ſtaken; nor is even the private Opinion of a 
Writer to be gathered from ſome Rhetorical or 
figurative Expreſſions, which, it is well known, 
the Fathers often make Uſe of to ſtrike the Ima- 
gination and move the Aſſections of the People. 
Our preſent Enquiry is after the Univerſal Faith 
of the Univerſal Church; or what thoſe Doctrines 
or Points were, which the Apoſtles themſelves 
every where taught as neceſſary to be believed in 
order to Salvation, and as ſuch were ever, and at 
all times, publickly received and owned by the 
Chriſtian Church. | 

XXI. To inſtance then in ſome of the moſt 
notorious and palpable Additions, which Pope 
Pius, in Purſuance of the Decrees of the Coun- 
Cil of Trent, has made to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
which = Church accordingly receives and 


beſeech you to conſult the holy Scrip- 
tures, 
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tures, and to make all the Enquiry you can, 


whether the Apoſtles taught theſe following 
Things; and whether they taught them as Mat- 


ters of Faith, without the Belief of which no Man 


can be ſaved; as it is maniteſt your Church now 
teaches them. 

XXII. Did the Apoſtles, in ail Places where 
they preached, teach the Chriſtian Church, un- 
der the Penalty of Damnation, to believe that in 


the Mals there is offered a true, proper, and pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead? 
Or is there the leaſt Mention or Intimation of ſuch 
a Sacrifice as this, in the whole New Teſlament? 
We are there indeed ſufficiently informed, that 


Feſus Chrift ſuffered upon the Croſs, and that 
he laid down his Life, and offered himſelf as 3 


' Ranſom, a Propitiation, a Sacrifice for our Sins: 


Particularly I deſire you to read the latter Part 
of the Ninth Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, and there you will find, that there is no 


ſuch Thing as an unbloody propitiatory Sacrifice (as 


you call your pretended Sacrifice of the Maſs). For 
without ſhedding of Blood is no Remiſſion, ver. 22. 
And that there was no Neceſſity, that Chriſt 
ſhould offer himſelf often — (for then muſt he often 
have ſuffered ſince the Foundation of the the World) 
but now once —.hath he appeared to put away Sin 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf, ver. 25, 26. and again ver, 
28. Chrift was once offered, to bear the Sins of many, 
Here it is moſt plain, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of CHriſt's 
Suffering and ſhedding of his Blood (which was done 
upon the Croſs) as the only Sacrifice of himſelt, 
which he once, and but once, made for our Sins; 
and that there was no other Way of his ſo Hering 


himſelf, but by his Suffering. if therefore every 
time Mals is ſaid, Chriſt is oſfered as à true, pro- 


per, 


( 24 ) 
per, and propitiatory Sacrifice, and we are bound 
to believe this under Pain of Damnation; is it 
to be imagined, that St. Paul ſhould here take 
no manner of Notice of it? Or that neither he, 
nor any other of the inſpired Writers, ſhould 
give us the leaſt Intimation of a Matter of 
ſo great Importance? When our bleſſed Saviour, 
at his laſt Supper before his Crucifixion, took 
Bread, and, having bleſſed and broke it, gave it 
to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is given for you: And alſo the Cup, ſaying, 
Drink ye all of it ; for this is my Blood of the New 
Teſtament, which is ſhed for many fox. the Remiſſion of 
Sins When our bleſſed Saviour, I ſay, before he 
ſuffered upon the Croſs, did all this; Did he then 
offer himſelf as a true, proper, and propitiatory Sa- 
crifice for the Living and the Dead? If not, by what 
Authority does any Prieſt take on him to offer ſuch 


a Sacrifice as often as he ſays Pals! But if our 
Saviour did at that Time make a Propitiation 
for the Living and the Dead, by offering him- 
ſelf as a Sacrifice for them; what Reaſon can 
there be, why he ſhould, after that, again make 
a Propitiation for them, by offering himſelf a Sa- 
crifice upon the Croſs ? Search the Holy Scrip- 
tures (and I believe I may add all other Books, 
except thoſe of your own Writing), and you will 
no where find ſo much as the Notion of a true, 
proper, propitiatory Sacrifice, without the Death or 
Diſſolution of a Thing ſacrificed; nor is our Sa- 
viour any where repreſented as ſuch a Sacrifice, 
in the proper Senſe of the Word but only as he 
died for us. Does then our bleſſed Saviour die in 
Reality as often as Maſs is ſaid? And if not, How 
can he there be offered up as a true, proper, and 
Propitiatory Sacrifice ® Nor will it avail any thing 

upon 
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upon this Occaſion, to produce a few looſe Sen- 
tences out of the Fathers, wherein they ſome- 
times uſe the Word Sacrifice, m ſpeaking of this 
holy Sacrament : For, in a figurative or rhetorical 
Senſe, Prayers, Praiſes, and every holy Action 
or Thing, may, and often have this Name, given 
to it. But your Church requires Men, under Pain 


of Damnation, to believe that in the Pals there 
is offered a true, proper, and propitiatory, Sacri- 
fice ; which they can never prove to have been 
taught by the Apoſtles, or believed by the Ca- 
tholick Church of all Ages, or indeed of any 
Age whatever, 

XXIII. In the next Place, Did the Apoſtles 
every where teach the Chriſtian Church, under 
Pain of Damnation, to believe that in the mo/# 
holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is truly, 
really, and ſub/tantially, the Body and Blood, ſo- 
gether with the Soul and Divinity, of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chrifl ? and that there is a Converſion [or 
Change] made of the whole Subſtance of Bread into 
the Body, and of the whole Subſtance 8 Wine into 
the Blood? which Converſion [or Change] the 
Catholic Church (as it is pretended) calls Tran- 
 ſub/lantiation, When one Subſtance is converted, 
that is to ſay, turned or changed, into another, the 
Meaning is, that the latter Subſtance is made of 
the former, Thus, when our bleſſed Saviour turned 
Water into Wine, it is on all Hands allowed, 
that the Wine was, by his divine Power, made A 
the Mater; or, which is the ſame Thing, the 
Water was made Wine, as the Text expreſſes it: 
Joh. ii. 9. And when the Subſtance of an Egg 
is turned into a Bird, the Bird is truly ſaid to be 
made of the Subſtance of the Egg; and ſo in all 
other Caſes. If you ſhould privately convey an 
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Egg (for Example) out of its Place, and as pri- 
vately put a Piece of Ivory of the very ſame 
Shape, Colour, and Bigneſs, into the Room of 
it, no Man in his Wits would ſay, that the 
Egg was thereby turned into Ivory. But to turn 
one thing into another, is always underſtood to be 
the very ſame as o make one Thing of another, 
Is then the Body of Chri/t truly, really, and ſub- 
Rantially, made of Bread, and his Blood of Wine, 
in the holy Sacrament? and did the Apoſtles 
every where teach, that without the Belief of 
this no Man can be ſaved ? Does not St. Paul ex- 
preſly call what we eat in this Sacrament, Bread ? 
(As often as as ye eat this Bread, &c. IWWhoſo 
ever ſhall eat this Bread, &c. Let him eat of that 
Bread, &c. 1. Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28.) and are not 
thoſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, This is my 
Body, this is my Blood, (which are the ſole Foun- 
dation of this Doctrine of yours) as fairly to be 
accounted for, as when he ſays, I am the Vine, 
ye are the Branches, Joh. xv. 5. J am the Door, 
John x. 7. I am the good Shepherd, ver. 11. 
without the Neceſſity of ſuppoſing a Tranſub- 
| ftantiation in cne of theſe Caſes rather than in the ; 
. others; I'he Apoſtles Creed, ſpeaking of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour Jeſus Chrijt, as he is Man, ſays, he 
| wvas conceived by the Holy Gheſt, born of the Vir- 
gin Mary. The Atbanaſian Creed, explaining this 
Article, ſays, that he is Man of the Sub/lance of 
his Mother born in the World : But, according to 


6 your Doctrine, every time that Maſs is celebrat- 
ed, he may truly be ſaid to be conceived and born 
(though not brought forth) after quite another 
if manner; and to be Man of the Subtance of Bread, 
| ö and Man of - the Subſtance of Wine, Do not 
[1 think, that I endeavour to make your Doctrine 

of 
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of r more ridiculous than it is in 
itſelf: For indeed, to all but yourſelves who are 
prejudiced in its Favour, it appears to be as ab- 
furd, and contrary both to Senſe and Reaſon, as 
any thing poſſibly can be, If then the Apoſtles 
had taught, that the Belief of this ſame Doctrine 
is neceſſary to Salvation, is it to be imagined, 
that they would not have ſpoken ſo plainly as to 
Jeave no room for any one to doubt of their 
Meaning? And if this had been the Doctrine of 
the primitive Church, would not the profeſſed 
Enemies of Chriſtianity have then made the Ab- 
ſurdity of it one great Objection againſt the Truth 
of our Religion ? Which yet we do not find that 
in thoſe Days they ever did. Do not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be kept blindfold ; but open the Eyes of 
your Underſtanding, and enquire into the Truth 
of theſe Things wherein your eternal Salvation is 
concerned, If every Word and Expreſſion of 
Holy Scripture muſt be taken in the ſtrict literal 
Senſe, it will follow, that Chr:/t is literally a Vine, 
a Door, a Shepherd, with a Multitude more of 
Abſurdities that neceſſarily muſt ariſe from this 
Way of interpreting theſe divine Writings : But 
if Scripture Language be to be underſtood in the 
ſame Manner as all other Books are, and all our 
common Diſcourſe one with another, upon all 
Occaſions is; When the literal Senſe of any 
Word or Expreſſion appears to be contrary to plain 
Senſe and Reaſon, we ought to take ſuch Word 
or Expreſſion in ſuch other Senſe, as, according 
to the common Way of ſpeaking, it will fairly 
bear, This is the plain and reaſonable Rule, 
which all your own learned Men, as well as ours, 
canſtantly take, or pretend to take, in expound- 


ing all other Paſſages of the Holy Scripture, and all 
C 2 other 
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(28 ) 
other Books, Writings, and Diſcourſe whatever ; 
and what imaginable Reaſon can be given why 
we ſhould not follow the ſame, in interpreting 
thoſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, This is my 
Body, and This is my Blocd? If we ſuppoſe his 
Meaning to be, that this Bread and Wine, which 


he bleſſed and diſtributed amongſt his Diſciples, 


were the Figure, Repreſentation, and Pledge of 
his Body crucified, and his Blood ſhed for us; 
this Interpretation is eaſy and natural, conform- 
able to the common Way of ſpeaking among the 
Jews, and indeed amongſt all Men, and exact! 
agreeable to the Command which he thereupon 
gives, that we ſhould do this in Remembrance of him. 


But if we take his Words in the ſame Senſe that 


your Church does, that what he gave to his Diſ- 
ciples, was truly, really, and ſubſtantially, his Body 
and Blood, ſuch a Train of Abſurdities will follow 
as can hardly be reckoned up; as is obvious to 
every Man that will but conſider the Matter. If, 
when we have made the beſt Enquiry we are able, 
we icfuſe to give Credit to plain Senſe and Rea- 


ſon, we undermine the very Foundation of all 


our Knowledge in Religion as well as every other 
Thing: But if your Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion muſt be believed, our plaineſt Senſes and Rea- 
ſon muſt firſt be laid aſide : What we ſee, and feel, 
and ſmell, and taſte to be Bread and Wine, we 
muſt believe not to be ſo, but to be the Body 
and Blood of a Man; and tho' we have no 
more certain Way of diſtinguiſhing one Body 
from another, than their being at the ſame time 


in diſtant Places, yet we muſt believe the very 


ſame Body of Chriſi to be in as many different 
and diſtant Places, at one and the ſame Time, as 


where the holy Sacrament is conſecrated. Theſe 


monſtrous. 


( 29 ) 
monſtrous Abſurdities, with many more that fol- 
low from them, have, in many Places, made Chri- 
ſtianity the very Scorn of Infidels and Atheifls ; 
and muſt undoubtedly continue ſo to do where- 
ever they have no other Notion of it but what 
they receive from your Church, 

XXIV, Some of your Writers, and others of 
you, with whom I have ſometimes converſed, 
have taken a ſort of a deſperate Way, not to 
vindicate but rather to Hbelter the Doctrine of 
- Tranſub/tantiatian from the monſtrous Abſurdities 
with which we charge it; by alledging, that 
the Difficulties with which it is attended, are 
neither more nor greater, than thoſe which 
Hereticks have urged againſt the Doctrine of the 
Bl-ſſed Trinity : If therefore (ſay they) we believe 
one of theſe Doctrines, notwithſtanding thoſe 
Objections which human Reaſon brings againſt 
it; why may we not in like manner believe the 
other alſo? Whether this bold Allegation may 
not influence ſome Men to become Socenzians, let 
them conſider who advance it; but no Man, I 
think, of common Senſe, can ever be brought 
over to the Roman Profeſſion by it. For, to ſay 
Nothing now of the Strength of the Proofs that 

are brought from Holy Scripture for the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and the exceeding Weakneſs 
of thoſe for Tranſjub/tantiation ; there is a very 
wide Difference to be made between a Doctrine 
that is direcihy contrary to cur Reaſon, and one that 
is altogether above it, The whole Doctrine of 
Light and Colours is altogether above the Reaſon 
of a Man who never had Sight; it being impoſſi- 
ble for him, for Want of a proper Faculty, to 
form any right Notion of them: And yet a blind 


Man, upon the Teſtimony of thoſe with whom 
C 3 | he 


(30) 
he converſes, may firmly believe, that there are 
ſuch Things: But if all the World ſhould tell 
him, that Snow is hot, and Fire cold, or that 
Wool is hard, and a Stone ſoft, it would be im- 
poſſible for him to give Credit to them, becauſe 
his Senſe of Feeling aſſures him of the contrary. 
In like manner we own, that the Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity is altogether above our Reaſon 
and Under/landing : neither is Reaſon (and much 
leſs our Senſes) a proper Judge of it : And there- 
fore, as we believe it upon the ſole Authority of 
God in holy Scripture, fo we regard not the Ob- 
jections which the preſumptuous Reaſon of ſome 
Men pretends to form againſt it. But the Doc- 
trine of Tranſub/tantiation is direfly contrary to 
ny Reaſon, and my Senſes alſo. I take a Piece of 
Bread in one Hand, and a Cup of Wine in the 
other ; my Senſes, by frequent Experience, aſſure 
my Reaſon, that the one is really Bread and the 
other Wine: A Prieſt ſays the Prayer of Conſe- 
_ cration over them; after which I ſee them, I 
touch them, I ſmell them, I taſte them; and find 
them to be exactly the ſame as they were before: 
I eat of the one, and drink of the other, and re- 
ceive the very ſame Refreſhment and Nouriſh- 
ment from them as formerly I did: And altho' 
this Bread and Wine are by Conſecration ſancti- 
hed and ſet apart for a holy Uſe, yet my Senſes 
{till moſt fully inform my Reaſon, that they re- 
main as truly Bread and Wine as ever they were ; 
and if all Mankind ſhould tell me, that this is no 
longer Bread nor the other Wine, but that they 
are truly, really, and ſubſtantially, the Body and 
| Blood of Chriſt, it would be as impoſlible for me 
to believe it, as it would be to believe that the Snow 


which I touch is hot, or the Fire cold. Again, 
4 | altho' 
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altho' the Church, in a metaphorical or ſpiritual 
Senſe, is called the Body of Chriſt, yet it is al- 
lowed, that he has no other true, real and ſub- 
flantial Body but that One alone, with which 
he aſcended into Heaven; and that the Heaven 
muſt receive him until the Times of Reſlitution of 
all Things, is plainly aſſerted by St. Peter, As 
iii. 21. But according to the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, this one Body, —— whole and 
entire in Heaven, is multiplied into Thouſands and 
Thouſands of diſtinct and ſeparate Bodies upon the 
Earth; every one of which is truly, really, and 
ſubſtantially, the very ſame of that in Heaven. For 
you expreſly maintain, that whatever a conſecrated 
Hoſt (as you term it) is, there is truly, really, and 
ſubſtantially the Body of Chriſt, the very fame Body 
which is now in Heaven; and that there are thou- 
ſands and thouſands of theſe ſame conſecrated Hoſts 
in diſtin and ſeparate Places, at one and the ſame 
Time, upon Earth, that is to ſay, in all thoſe 
ſeveral Places where Maſs is celebrated, is allowed 
by all; nor is there any ſurer Way to know that 
any two Bodies are diſtin and ſeparate Bodies, 


than by the being at the ſame Time in diſtin& and 


ſeparate Places. Again, If a conſecrated Hoft (as you 
call it) is broken into ten thouſand Parts, and if the 
Blood of Chriſt (as you call that which is conſecrated 


in the Cup) be divided into ten thouſand Drops, 


you are required (according to the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation) under Pain of Damnation, to 
believe, that Chri/”s whole and entire Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity, is truly, really, and 
ſubſtantially, contained in every one of theſe Parts 
and Drops, being ſeparated one from the other, 
as he was in the whole, before ſuch Separation 


was made, And that you may not think I im- 


poſe 
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poſe upon you, hear what the Council of Trent 
ſays of this Matter. Having determined that in 
the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, after the Con- 
ſecration of the Bread and Wine, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, true God and Man, is truly, really, and 
ſubſtantially, contained under the Appearance of thoſe 
ſenſible Things (Seſſ. xiii. Chap. 1.) they add this 
Curſe (Can. iii.) F any one ſhall deny, that in the 
venerable Sacrament of the Euchariſt, whole Chriſt 


is contained under each Kind, and under the ſeveral 


Parts of each Kind, in Caſe a Separation be made, 
let him be accurſed. Their own Words are theſe, 
Si quis negaverit, in venerabili Sacramento Eucha- 
riſtiæ, ſub unaguaque Specie, & ſub ſingulis cujuſ- 
que ſpecies partibus, Separatione fata, totum 
Chriſtum contineri, Anathema ſit. Theſe Abſurdi- 
ties are groſs and palpable, to ſay nothing of a 
numerous Train more that may be added; nor 
has any thing like them ever been pretended to 
be objected to the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity. 
And therefore I intreat you, no longer to ſuffer” 
1 to be impoſed upon by ſo groundleſs a 

retence as ſome have taken up to countenance 
their Errors, by placing thoſe two Doctrines upon 
the ſame Level. A Man, who lies ſtill in a 
Slumber, may dream of a thouſand inconſiſtent 
Things, without obſerving that they are ſuch ; 
but let him awake, and open his Eyes, and then 
he will ſee Things juſt as they really appear to be. 
Thus vou, as long as you are Julled into the 
Dream of the Infallibility of your Church, have 
your Imagination ſo prepoſſeſſed with her Au- 
thority, that you cannot, or rather will not, take 
Notice of the moſt palpable Falſity, and even 
monſtrous Abſurdity, of ſome of her Doctrines: 
But if you would ſet yourſelves diligently and im- 


partially 


| 
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partially to enquire into the Ground of this pre-, 
tended Infallibility, you would ſoon find that 
both It, and all the Doctrines which are built 
upon it, are altogether deſtitute of any ſolid 
Foundation, | N 
XXV. Let us now return to the Addition 
which Pope Pius has made to the Catholick Faith, 
And here I entreat.you farther, to conſider and 
enquire, whether the Apoſtles every where taught 
the Chriſtian Church, under the Forfeiture of 
eternal Salvation, to believe, that in the maſi holy 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt there is truly, really, 
and ſulſtantially the Soul and Divinity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? (as I have already mentioned 
N. 23.) or Chriſt whole and entire? As Pope 
Pius, after the Council of Trent, expreſles it; Sef}. 
13. Can. 1. and Sz. 21. Can. 3. When our 
bleſſed Saviour, at the firſt Inſtitution of this hol 
Sacrament, ſaid, This is my Body, This is my Blood, 
it is plain, he meant his Body crucified, given for 
us, Luke xxii. 19. broken for us, 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
(which laſt Place is notoriouſly wrong tranſlated 
in your vulgar Latin Bible) and his Blood not as 
running in his Veins, but ſhed for us, Luke xxii. 
20. and for this Reaſon it is that St. Paul ſays, 
as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
ye do ſhew [or declare] the Lord's Death till he 
come : 1, Cor. xi, 26, For if our Saviour be ſub- 
flantially preſent in this holy Sacrament; and if 
he be as truly alive there, with his Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity, really joined together, as ever 
he was at any other Time, and no ſhedding be 
made of his Blood, or Separation of his Soul 
from the Body; how can our eating or drinking 
him in this Sacrament be looked on as a Heri 
(or declaring) of his Death? We may — 


upon 
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upon many Occaſions, in our Words and Diſ- 
courſes, declare or ſhew the Death of Chriſt; But 
here the Apoſtle places this ſame ſhewing or de- 
claring of his Death in the very Action of cele- 
brating ahis holy Sacrament ; which very well 
may be, if the Bread and Wine are look'd on as 


his Body and Blood in that Spiritual and Sacra- 


mental Senſe which we maintain; but if his Body 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity, are and remain zruly, 
really, and ſubſlantially, joined together, without 


any Separation of the one from the other; how 


can the ſwallowing him thus down alive into the 
Stomach be a ſhewing, declaring, or any way a 


Repreſentation, of his Death npon the Croſs. 


XXVI. This Doctrine of yours, that Chri/?s 
whole and entire Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, 


is really, truly, and ſubſtantially, in the holy Sacra- 


ment of the Euchariſt, as it is manifeſtly contrary 
to Senſe, Reaſon, and holy Scripture ; and was 
never taught by the Apoſtles, or believed in the 
primitive Church, and much leſs eſtabliſhed as 
an Article of Faith, until much more than a thou- 
ſand Years after the coming of Chriſt (if indeed 
it ever really were ſo until the fourth Lateran 
Council, about the Year 1215, firſt took upon 
them authoritatively to determine, that e true 


| Body and Blood of Chriſt are in the Sacrament, 


and the Council of Florence, about the Year 1449, 
that whole Chriſt is contained under the Appearance 


of Bread, and whole under the Appearance of 


Wine, &c. and the Council of Trent, about the Year 
1551, and after them Pope Pius, as I have already 
ſaid, to define and declare the Matter in the 


Words which J have already ſet down) ſo is it (I 


mean this Doctrine is) the ſole Foundation of 
that Practice of worſhipping the Hoſt, as it - 
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termed, which is now preſcribed and ſettled in 
the Church of Rome. When the Prieſt has con- 
ſecrated a Waſer (which is the Bread amongſt you 
made Uſe of in the holy Sacrament) it is called 
the Ho, and this Hot (altho' no manner of 
Change appears to be made in it by the Conſecra- 
tion) you are made to believe, according to the 
abovementioned Doctrine, is really, truly, and 
ſubſtantially, Chriſt himſelf, both God and Man: 
And therefore 10 be worſhipped with the ſame Mor- 
ſhip which is due to the true God; as the Council of 
Trent has expreſly determined; Sefſ. xiii. Cap. 5. 
and denounces a\ Curſe upon every one who 
denies it, Can. vi. In Purſuance of which De- 
termination, the Prieſt, in the Celebration of 
the Maſs, is required to adore the Hoft, after he 
has conſecrated it, and to ſhew it to the People, 
that they may adore it alſo (Can. Miſſæ). For 
that the Deen of thus ſhewing it, is that the 
People may adore it, is expreſly ſaid in the Canon 
of the Council of Trent which I have juſt now quo- 
ted, Now if your Doctrine of Tranſub/tanti= 
ation, with the Conſequences of it (upon which 
this Worſhip is entirely grounded) be not true, it 
is plain, you are guilty of the moſt groſs Ido- 


latry, Hear what Co/lerus, a learned Jeſuif of 
our own, moſt expreſly ſays upon this Occaſion, 
ſhall firſt ſet down his Words, as he publiſhed 
them, in Latin; and then faithfully render them 
into Engliſh. Si in Sacramento Euchariſtiæ verum 
Chriſti Corpus non continetur, indigne egit Chriſtus 
cum Eccleſia ſua, quam per univerſum Orbem totis 
\ 1500 annis, in tali Errore atque Idololatrid, occaſione 
ſuorum verborum, reliquit, qualis in orbe terrarum 
nnuquam vel viſus vel auditus fuit. Tolerabilior eff 
enim error eorum, qui pro Deo colunt Statuam auream 
| - aug 


„„ PA war i < eee oi ae SR. +4. 338 


(36) 


aut argenteam, aut alterius materiæ imaginem, quo- 
modo Gentiles Deos ſuos venerabantur; vel pannum 


rubrum, in haſlam elevatum, quod narratur de 
Lappis, vel viva animalia, ut quondam Agyptii, 


quam eorum qui fruſtum panis ; quod hactenus per 


uni ver ſum orbem tot annis fecere Chriſtiani, Neque 
hic excuſat ſimplicitas majorum; tum quod ſapien- 
tiſſimi fuerunt Doctores, Auguſtinus, Chryſaſtomus, 
Hieronomus ; tum quod longe potiori ratiane excuſand: 


. efſent infideles idololatriæ, qui ſtatuas adoraverunt, 


In Engliſh thus: If the true Body of Chrift be not 
contained in the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, Chriſt 
has afted unworthily with his Church, which, upon 
Occaſion of his oon Wards, he has, for full Fifteen 
hundred Years, left throughout the whole World 


in ſuch Error and Idolatzp, as in the whole 


Earth was never ſeen or heard of, For their Error 
is more tolerable, who for God worſhip a gold or 


ſolver Statue, or an Image made of any other 


Stuff, as the Gentiles worſhipped their Gods; or 
a red Clith ſet upon a Pike, which is reported of 
the Laplanders, or living Creatures, as the Egyp- 
tians of old did, than theirs who worſhip a 
Piece of Bread, which hitherto Chriſtians for ſo 
many Years throughout the whole World have done. 
Nor is the Simplicity of our Forefathers here an 
Excuſe, as well becauſe Auguſtin, Chryſoſtom, 
Jerome, were meſt wiſe Dotors, as that, with 
much better Reaſon, the Infidels, who adored Sta- 


tues, would be excuſed of Jdolafry. Cofler. Enchi- 
rid. C. 8. N. 10. Conſider, I beſeech you, 
that theſe are the Words of a learned Jeſuit, who 
was a great Champion for the Church of Rome. 
He is indeed much miſtaken in ſuggeſting, that 


the /Zor/hip of the Haſi was in Uſe in the Chri- 


ſtian Church in the Days of Auguſtin, Chryſaſtom, 


or 
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or Jerome. For tho' it was more than Four hun- 
dred Years after the Coming of Chriſi, before the 
earlieft of theſe three died; yet it was much more 
than Four hundred Years after the Death of the 
late/l of them before any ſuch Worſhip was 
thought of, and much leſs any where e/flabii/hed; 
if indeed it can ever truly be ſaid to have been 
eſtabliſhed even in the Church of Rome (other 
than by a late Cuſtom, which, by Degrees, crept 
in) until it was ſo decreed by the Council of Trent, 
Seſſ. xiii. Cap. 5. and Can. vi. From which 
Time, it became, among/t you, a neceſſary Part 
of Religion, whereas, before, it ſeems to have 
been only voluntary. Your Canon-law indeed 
tells us, that Pope Honorius the Third (who liv- 
ed in the Year 1216) ordered, that all Pricſts 
ſhould teach their People, reverently to bow when 
the Hoſt ſhould be elevated, or carried to the 
Sick: The Deſign of which might poſſibly be no 
more but that, upon this Occaſion, they ſhould 
in a particular Manner pay their Devotion to 
God, (See Decret. Greg. Tit. xli. c. 10.) As our 
Church, for the ſame Reaſon, directs, that every 
one, when he receives this holy Sacrament, ſhould 
meekly kneel ; but that divine Worſhip ſhould be 
given to the Sacrament itſelf, and that the conſecrated 
Hoſt, as it is called, ſhould be the Object of 
divine Worthip, was never, at leaſt that I can 
find, any more than an Opinion of ſome late Di- 
vines, grounded by Degrees upon the Doctrine of 
Tranſub/lantiation (which I have already ſneẽwa 
you, is a late as well as abſurd Doctrine,) until at 
laſt the Council of Trent took upon them to 
make it an Article of Faich. But, be this as it will, 
you ſee, the learned Jeſuit Ceſſerus freely grants, 
that, if the Doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation is not 

D true, 
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true, the true Body of Chriſt be not in the Sa- 
crament, as you ſuppoſe it to be, your Worſhip 
is given to a Prece of Bread, which, he ſays, is 
worfe Idolatry than that of the Gentiles, the Egyp - 
tians, or ſavage Laplanders. If therefore you 
would avoid this great Sin of Idolatry, you 
ought to be very well aſſured of the Truth of 
the Doctrine of Trarſub/antiation, together with 
its Conſequences, before you venture your Souls 
in giving divine Worſhip to the He. Nor will 
it avail you here to ſay, as I have known ſome 
of you to do, that, your Worſhip being directed 


to Chrift, 7 cannot be looked on as Idolaters, 


altho' he ſhould not be truly and ſubſtantially in 
the Sacrament ; this being that very Simplicity 
which, Coſterus tells you, will, with much better 


Reaſon, excuſe the Infidel Idolaters, than you or 


your Forefathers. Jnfide/s believed God to be 
preſent in an Image, as you do Chrift in the 
Het; and they directed their Worſhip to 
God, as you do to Chrift, And if this did 
not _ them from the Sin of J[delatry, 
how can it excuſe you? But there is more till 
to be faid for the Infidels than for you: They 
wanted the holy Scriptures to inſtruct them in the 
Truth ; you have the holy Scriptures every Day in 
vour Power, but will not read or hearken to 
them: Now altho' the Want of good Inſtruction 
may be ſome Excuſe for an Error of ſinful Prac- 
tice; yet, if a Man may have this Inſtruction eve 

Day, but ſtill refuſes it; if he takes his Religion 
upon Truſt, and will not make Uſe of his Un- 
derſtanding to enquire into the Truth of it, his 
Error is wilful ; and therefore he ſtands anſwer- 


ble both for it and all the Conſequences of it, 
"Im , XXVII. 


1 

XXVII. But let us, for a while, ſuppoſe your 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation to be in the general 
True (altho' indeed we may as well ſuppoſe 
white to be black, and black to be white; but,; 
however, let us at preſent ſuppoſe it to be generally 
True); yet, if it may in ſome particular Caſes fail, 
and you have no ſure Way to diſtinguiſh the Caſes 
wherein it fails from thoſe wherein it does not; 
It is manifeſt, that in worſhipping the Heſt, you 
ſtill remain under a very great Hazard of the Sin 
of Idolatry. For if, at any Time, when the 
Prayer of Conſecration is ſaid, no Tranſubſtanti- 
ation follows, your Worſhip, as Caſterus well ob- 
ſeryes, is given to a Piece of Bread. Now if 
„the Perfon who ſays Mais be not an ordained 
* Prieſt ; if he has not a ſufficient Intention to 
do what the Church intends ſhould be done; 
if the Wafer or Bread which he pretends to 
*© conſecrate be not made of Meat, or be cor- 
*© rupted or rotten, or has in its Compoſition a 
% greater Mixture of any other Grain than of 
= IWheat ; if the Prieſt has, before him, upon the 
* Altar, eleven Wafers, and miſtaking the Num- 
ber intends only to conſecrate teu, without 
* particularly determining which are thoſe zen, 
© that he intends to conſecrate; if the Wine which 
c he pretends to conſecrate be not the Produce of 
* the Vine, but ſome other Liquor made in Imi- 
de tation of it, or if it be grown ſource, ſo as to 
4e be rather Vinegar than Wine, or be altogether 
* corrupted, or preſſed from ſoure Grapes that 
* are not ripe, or has ſo much Water mixed 
« with it as to corrupt it; in all and every of 
oi theſe Caſes, the Conſecration is null and void; 
no Tranſub/tantiation follows, there is no Sa- 
« crament, but the Bread and Wine remain as 
D 2 e they 
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r they were before; and if the Bread or Wafer 
« be made up with Roſe Water, or any other di- 


« ſtjilled Water, it is doubtful whether the Con- 


« ſecration be valid, and conſequently whether 
«*< there be any Tranſub/tantiation, or not ;” and if 
there be no Tranſ/ub/tantiation,the divine Worſhip, 


which you pretend to give to Chri/?, ſubſtantially 


preſent, as you ſuppoſe, under the Appearance of 
Bread and Wine, is plainly given to the Bread 
and Wine themſelves, there being nothing clſe 
under their Appearance, J remember once, in 
private Converſation, when I objected ſome af the 
abovementioned Things to a Gentleman of your 
Communion ; altho' he was a Man of Learning 
in his own Profeſſion, yet he was ſo little ac- 
quainted with his Religion, and the Worſhip it 
preſcribes, as to think I had invented them of my 
own Head; and angrily told me, that I abu/cd 
the Church, in laying ſuch Follies to her Charge : 
Upon which I brought him the Roman Mafs 
Book, and ſhewed him what is prefixed to it, 
concerning the Defects which occur in the Celebration 
of Maſs, where he found all thoſe Follies, as 
he called them, and a great many more, in which 


the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation has engaged 


the Church of Rome. The only Anſwer that I 
have met with, upon this Occaſion, is, that you 
depend upon the Care and Integrity of the Prieſt, 
that he will be ſure to conſecrate no Bread or Wa- 
fer but what is made of heat, or any Wine but 
what is made of the Vine, and made of ripe 
Grapes, and that neither of them be vi:iated or 
corrupted; he knows himſelf to be an ordained 
Prieſt, and will not fail to have ſuch an Intention, 
in the Celebration of Maſs, as the Church re- 


| quires ; nor will he be wanting in any thing that 


— 


——U—U—w— ND —— — 


(41). 
is neceſſary to the Validity of the holy Sacrament. 
And is this all the Security you have againſt the 
Sin of giving divine Worſhip to Bread and Wine 
inſtead of Chri/l, which muſt be your Caſe, if 
there be a Failure in any one of the above Parti- 
culars ? Does God either command or allow you 
to put ſuch Truſt and Confidence in any frail 
Man whatſoever, and much leſs in every Prieft, 
or pretended Prieſt, whom you happen to hear 
fay Maſs? May not a Prieſt, of any Religion 
whatever, be ſometimes an ignorant, or careleſs, 
or wicked Man, and thereby fail even in ſome 
neceſſary Part of his Duty? Is it not poſſible, and 
has it not ſometimes ſo fallen out, that a Nan, 
who really is no Prieſt, may yet pretend to be 
one, and, by counterfeit Letters of Orders and 
other Teſtimonials, impoſe upon thoſe, who, it 
may be, do not ſuſpect him? ar may he not him- 
ſelf be impoſed upon, and, thro' Miſtake, make 
Uſe of the Flour of Rice, or of ſome other Grain, 
thinking it to be the Flour of heat; or of ſome 
other Liquor made in Imitation of Wine, which 
may be ſold to him for Vine of the Grape? For (as 
I have already ſaid, and mult beg you, as you va- 
lue your Souls, again and again to conſider it) if, 
by any means whatever, there be a Failure in 
any one of the Particulars, which I have but now 
mentioned out of your own Mas- Book; the pre- 
tended Conſecration of the Sacrament is, by your 
own Church, declared to be null and void; and 
conſequently, in ſuch a Caſe, there is no Tran- 

ſubAantiation; Chriſt is not ſubſtantially pre- 
tent where you ſuppoſe him to be; and there- 
fore, what you give divine Worſhip to, is 
only Bread and Wine, or ſome other Liquor 
made in Imitation of it. For my part, I ſin- 
cerely declare, that, if I were of your Religion, 


3 I do 
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I do not ſee, how I could dare give the Wor- 


ſhip which you are taught to do to the holy Sa- 
crament of the Euchariſt, except I myſelf had 


been by, at the Ordination of the Prieſt who ſays 


Maſs, and were ſure that the Perſon who ordain- 
ed him were truly a Biſhop, and that nothing ne- 
ceſſary to ſuch an Ordination was omitted; and 
alſo, except I had ſtood by and ſeen the Wheat 
ground, and the Wine preſſed out of the Grapes, 
and had kept them both in my own ſafe Poſſeſ- 


- on until I had ſeen the Wafer made, and had 


with my own Hand delivered both it and the 
Wine to the Prieſt at the Altar, ſo that I myſelf 
might be ſure that no Change could poſſibly be 
made in either of them; and, moreover, except J 
underſtood the Latin Tongue, and heard the 
Prieſt rightly pronounce the Words of Conſecra- 
tion; which yet he is directed (for what Reaſon 
I know not) to pronounce ſecretly, ſo as that 
none but he himſelf needs to hear them. For, 
when Maſs is ſaid, if the Bread and Wine are 
not Tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Blood 
of Chrift, it is groſs Idolatry to give divine 
Worſhip to them; and this ſame Tranſubſtantia- 
ion depends upon ſo many other concurring 
Things, that I ſhould not know how it were poſh - 


ble for me to be ſufficiently ſure of it, except I 


had the Teſtimony of my own Eyes and Ears 
that every one of theſe Things were with the 


greateſt Exactneſs obſerved and done, Jdolatry 
is a moſt abominable Sin; and wherever there 
is the leaſt Poſſibility of it, I ought not in Con- 
ſcience to venture upon any Worſhip, until 1 
have all the Aſſurance that is even poſſible for 
me to have, that I am free and ſafe from the 
Danger of it; and therefore, in ſuch a * as 

| this, 
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this, I ought my/elf to have perſonal Aſſurance of 
every thing that is neceſſary, and not to rely 
upon the Credit of the Prieft, who may poſſibly, 
in ſome of theſe Things, be himſelf deceived, or, 
' thro' Careleſſneſs, Ignorance, or Wickedneſs, 
may poſſibly deceive me. Nor would it avail me 
here to ſay, that my Intention is good, any more 
than it would a Heathen to ſay that his Intention is 
to worſhip God, when, for Want of ſufficient 
Enquiry, he gives divine Worſhip to an Idol; as 
I have already ſhewn you from your own Co, 
3erus. 
XXVIII. I have thus long inſiſted upon the 
Abſurdities of Tranſub/tantiation, and its Conſe- 
quences ; becauſe they appear to me to be fo 
very groſs, that, if you will but ſeriouſly and im- 
partially confider them, it cannot but bring you 
to a Sight of your Errors. I will but mention 
three or four more of thoſe Aaditions which 
Pope Ptus has made to the Catholick Faith ; and 
leave you, between God and your own Con- 
ſciences, to conſider of them. Did then the 
Apoſtles every where teach the Chriſtian Church, 
under Pain of Damnation, to believe, that under 
one Kind only, whole and entire Chriſt, and a true 
Sacrament, is taken and received? Is it not moſt 
notorious, that 7eſus Chri/t himſelf inſtituted this 
blefſed Sacrament under bath K:nds, and com- 
manded his Diſciples to drink of the Cup, as 
well as to eat of the Bread, which he gave 
them? Is it not confeſſed by the moſt learned 
Men of your own Communion (and denied by 
none that I know of) that, in Purſuance of this 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, the whole Church every 
where, for above a thouſand Years, gave the Sa- 
crament in both Kinds to all the People ? _ 
oes 
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does not St. Paul, in the moſt expreſs Terms, 


require, that every one ſhould ſo receive it ? 
Let a Man examine himſelf (ſays he) and jo lit 
him eat of the Bread, and drink of the Cup y 1 
Cor. xi. 28. Was it ever e/tabliſhed as a Law, even 
in the Church of Rome, that the People ſhould 
receive under one Kind only ; until the Council 
of Conſtance, in the Year 1415, ſo decreed ? and 
that (as they themſelves expreſs it) in direct Oppo- 


ſition to Chriſt's own Inſtitution; Their Words are, 


Licet Chriſtus poſt Carnam inflituerit, & ſuis Diſ- 
cipulis adminiſiraverit ſub utraque ſpecie panis & 
vini hoc venerabile Sacramentum ; tamen, hac non 
ob/lante, & c. Conc. Conſt. Sefl. xiii, Certainly 


to receive a: true Sacrament, is to receive all that 


Chriſt has therein inſtituted, or appointed to be 
received: For if any thing, which Chriſi has 
ſo inſtituted, be wilfully omitted, it cannot be a 
true Sacrament ; but muſt be either none at all, 
or at beſt but a defective and imperfect one; and 
yet the Council of Trent, in the ſame Breath (S2//. 
xxi. Cap. 3.) owns that Chriſt inſtituted this Sa- 
crament,and delivered it to the Apoſtles in both Kinds ; 
and at the very ſame time declares, that the true 
Sacrament is received under one Kind (which is 
now become a Part of that Catholic Faith, with- 
out which (according to Pope Pius) no Man can 
be ſaved). 5 

XXIX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach 
the Chriſtian Church, under Pain of Damna- 


tion, to believe that there is a Purgatory, and 


that the Souls there detained are relieved by the 
Suffrages of the Faithful ? In what manner the 
Cuſtom of making mention of Perſons, who 
had departed this Life in their Sufrages, or 
Prayers, began to take place among 3 
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J have no occaſion at preſent to enquire : And 
if, in this, the Church of Rome had gone no 
farther than what was done for three or four 
hundred Years after Chriſt; altho' even that 
would have been more than is neceſſary, and 
perhaps not ſtrictly even to be juſtified ; yet, 
no Man being obliged to join in ſuch Suffrages 
or Prayers, there might have been no Occaſion 
for Breach of Communion on Account of ſuch 
an Error or erroneous Practice. But what I here 
deſire you diligently to enquire into, is, whether 
the Apoſtles ever taught, that there is a Purga- 
tory, that is to ſay, a Purgatory Fire, by which 
the Souls of the Pious, being for a determinate Time 
tormented, are expiated [or purged] that an Entrance 
into their eternal Country [which is Heaven] may 
be open io them; as your own authentick Catechiſm, 
already mentioned, in expreſs Terms deſcribes it. 
Your learned Men indeed take much Pains to 
wreſt and force ſome Conſequences from a very 
few Paſſages of holy Scripture, whereby to give 
ſome Colour of Countenance to their Doctrine 
of Purgatory, rather than to make any ſolid Proof 
of it: But the only one, which, at the fir Glance, 
ſeems in the leaſt capable of being dragg'd to look 
a little that Way, is what we meet in the third 
Chapter of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians : And becauſe your Latin Tranſlation has 
two or three Words different from our Eugliſb one, 
tho” the Senſe is exactly the ſame ; 1 ſhall faith- 
tully tranſlate the whole Paſſage, Word for Word, 
as it ſtands in your own Bible. St. Paul then 
having Occaſion there to ſpeak of his preaching 
the Goſpel, whereby, as one of God's Work- 
men, he helped to build up the Church; at the 
ninth Verſe of this Chapter, and ſo on, has the 
| | following 
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following Words ; Ye are God's Building, Accord- 
ing to the Grace of God which is given unto me, 
as a Wiſe Builder I have laid the Foundation, but 
another buildeth thereon. For other Foundation can no 
Man lay beſide that which is laid, which is Chriſt 


Jeſus. Now, if any Man build upon this Foun- 


dation, Gold, Silver, precious Stones, Wood, Hay, 
Stubble : Every Man's Wark fhall be made mani- 
Feli; for the Day of the Lord ſhall declare it, be- 
- cauſe it ſhall be revealed in Fire, and the Fire ſhall 


prove every Man's Work, of what ſort it is, If any 


Man's Work abide, which he hath built thereupon, he 


Hall receive a Reward, If any Man's Wark ſhall 
be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs ; but he himſelf ſhall 
be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. This is as exact a 


Tranſlation as I can make of this Paſſage out of 


your own Bible; and if you compare it with our 
Engliſh Tranſlation, you will hardly find any Dif- 
ference even in the Words, but none at all in 
the Senſe, Wherever the Apoſtles preached the 


Goſpel, they always took care to eftabliſh this 


Doctrine, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, as the Founda- 
tion whereby the whole Building is to be ſupported, 
Accordingly St. Paul ſays here, As a wiſe Builder 
J have laid the Foundation.-—Other Foundation 
can no Man lay beſide that which is laid, which is 
Jeſus Chriſt, Upon this Foundation, they them- 
ſelves, and many others, always took care to build 
nothing but ſound and truly profitable Doctrine; 
which he here compares to Gold, Silver, and 
precious Stones, as being things of great Value. 
But others, it ſeems, there were, who, altho' they 
kept cloſe to the ſame Foundation, yet pretended 
upon it to build muny uſeleſs and unprofitable 
Doctrines, which he here compares to Wed, 
Hay, and Stubble, As a Caution, — — 
| uc 
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fuch unfkilful Builders as theſe, he gives them to 
underſtand, that, as Gold is tryed or proved in the 
Fire, ſo ſhall there be a Tryal or Proof of every 
Man's Work, that is to ſay, of the Doctrine 
which he has preached or taught, of what fo 
it is. If any Man's Work abide, which he hath 
built thereupon, that is to ſay, if the Doctrine 
which he has built upon this Foundation ſhall be 
found to bear the Teſt, he ſhall receive a Reward, 
as a faithful Preacher of the Goſpel ; but any 
Man's Wark fhall be burnt, that is to ſay, if the 
Doctrine which he has taught will not abide that 
fiery Tryal or Teſt to which it ſhall be brought, 
he ſhall e Loſs : that is to ſay, he ſhall come 
ſhort of that Reward which God will beſtow 
upon every faithful and careful Preacher : And 
tho” his Crime may poſſibly not be ſo great as to 
provoke God to paſs the Sentence of eternal 
Damnation upon him; yet if he be ſaved, it will 
be with Difficulty ; as a Man who narrowly eſ- 
capes with his Life out of a Fire whereby his 


Goods have been conſumed : But he himſelf ſhall 


be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. Nothing can well be 
=" an Sa oi > Fire of which St. Paul here 
ſpeaks, is not a literal and material, but a meta- 
phorical Fire; not a Purgatory, but a Probatory 
Fire ; not to torment the Sou's of the Pious, in 
order to expiate [or purge] them (as your Cate- 
chiſm deſcribes Purgatory) but only to prove 
every Man's Wark [or Doctrine] of what fort it 
is, as St. Paul here expreſſes it. Again and 
again, therefore, let me entreat you to demand 
ſome better Proof than this that the Doctrine of 
Purgatory was taught by the Apoſtles before you 
ſuffer yourſelves to. be perſuaded that you are 
bound, - under the Pain of Damnation, to believe 

Its 


(48) 

it Look into your Bible, and there you will 
find it expreſly ſaid, Bleſſed are the Dead, who die 
in the Lord ; from henceforth now, ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their Labours, Rev. xiv, 
13. But your Church tells us (as I have but now 
ſhewn you) that the Souls of the Pious are for a 
Time to be tormented in the Fire of Purgatory ; 
there to be expiated [or purged] before they are 
admitted into Heaven: And it is generally ſup- 
poſed by you, that they may there continue for 
very many Years, or perhaps for Ages, if they 
are not ſooner deliverec, either by Abundance of 
Maſſes to be ſaid for them, or by a plenary In- 
dulgence from the Pope. Can you imagine, that 
this is the Ref? from their Labours, which the 
haly Spirit promiſes from henceforth unto thoſe 
who ate in the Lord? Or would any of you think 
yourſelves at re/!, whilſt you are tormented in the 
Fire? And if the Pope, by a plenary Indulgence, 
can deliver whatever Souls he pleaſes from the 
exquiſite Torment of the Fire of Purgatory ; is 
it not exceeding great Cruelty in him to ſuffer 
any of them to remain there, only that the Prigſis 
and Fryars may get Money for ſaying Maſſes for 
them? Conſider this whole Matter ſeriouſly and 
impartially ; and, if you are not wilfully blind, 
you cannot but diſcover, that the Doctrine of 
Purgatory, and the Practice of your Church, 
which is grounded thereupon, are a moſt evident 
and palpable Impoſition upon the People, | 
XXX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach the 
Chriſtian Church, under Pain of Damnation, to 
believe, that the Saints in Heaven are to be wor- 
ſhipped and prayed to? That their Relicks are to be 
worſhipped® Or that their Images, as alſo the 
Images 
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Images of Chriſt and of the bleſſed Virgin, ought to 
be hal and retained, and that due Honour and 
Worſhip ought to be given to them? Or, that the 
Roman Church is the Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches? Or, that St. Peter was the Prince of 
the Apoſtles ? Or, that the Biſhop of Rome, as 
his Succeſſor, is the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt? Is 
there the leaſt Intimation of any of theſe Things 
in any Part of the holy Scriptures ? And if the 
Apoftles not only taught them, but alſo declared 
them to be a Part of the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Belief of them to be neceſſary to Salvation; is it 
to be imagined, that no. Manner of Mention 
ſhould be made of them, or any of them, in all 
their Writings? On the contrary ; are we not 
every where in Scripture required to direct all 
our Religious Worſhip to God alone? and can 
any thing be more plainly forbid than the wor- 
ſhipping of Images is in many Places of it? And 
even in one of the Ten Commandments, which 
you yourſelves allow to be as obligatory now to 
Chriſtians, as formerly to the Fews ? Did not 
all other Chriftian Churches, and even the 
Church of Rome itſelf, originally ſpring from 
that Mother-Church which was firſt planted - at 
eruſalem? And if ſo, how can the Roman 
Church be the Mother of all Churches ? Or if the 
Roman Church were appointed to be the Mi/treſs 
of all the Churches, and this to be acknowledged by 
all Chriſtians under the Penalty of Damnation, 
is it to be believed, that the whole New Te/ta- 
ment ſhould be altogether ſilent about it? Or that 
St. Paul, in a large Epiſtle written to the Romans - 
about twenty fix Years after Chriffs Aſcenſion, 
wherein he handles many Points of Doctrine, 
ſhould not take the W of this impor- 
| : tant 
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tent Privilege belonging to their Church, where- 
in all other Chriſtians, as well as they, were ſo 
deeply concerned? and if St. Peter were Biſhop 
of Rome, and Head of the Church, at the Time 
when this Epiſtle was written (as your Doctors 
maintain), is it to be imagined, that St. Paul 
ſhould no where in it take the leaſt Notice of 
him, altho* in the laſt Chapter of it he ſalutes 
no leſs then ſix and twenty Perſons by their pro- 
per Names? Does not your own Catechiſm, in 
the plain Words of St. Cyprian, acknowledge 
| _ have already ſhewn you), that our Bleſſed 
Saviour, after. his Reſurrecbion, gave equal Power 
10 all the Apeſiles? And if the Power of all the 
Apoſiles . was equal, haw can St. Peter be looked 
upen.as the. Prince of them? And therefore, ſup- 
poſing that St. Peter had been Biſhop of Rome 
(of which Ido not. find that there is a Pioof ſuf- 
ficient to ground an Article of Faith upon), yet, 
how could this entitle his Szcceſſors in that See, 
more than all other Chriſtian Biſhops, to be the 
-Vicars of Feſus Chriſt? That St. Peter, in the 
Capacity of an Apoſtle immediately commiſſioned 
by Jeſus Chrif}, was endowed. (as all the other 
Apoſtles were) with Power and Authority over 
the whole Church will eaſily be granted: But, 
conſidering him barely in the Capacity of a Bi- 
hop of one ſingle See, his Power (J do not lay as an 
Apoſtle, but) as a Biſhop muſt, of Courſe, like 
that of every other Biſhop, be confined to that 
Diſtrict, in which he was placed, either by Agree- 
ment with the reſt of the Apoſtles, or by the 
Election or Appointment of the Church; If 
therefore it be granted, that the Biſhops of Rome, 
as Succeſlors to St. Peter in that ſingle See, have 


all that ordinary Power and Authority, which he 
| had 
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Rad. as Biſhop of that Place; yet how will it fol- 
low, that they alſo have that extraordinary Power 
and Authority, which, as an Apo/tle, he is allowed 
to have had over the whole Church? I do but 
lightly touch theſe Things, which you may find 
more fully and ſolidly handled by the Prote/tant 


Writers ; only that I may put you upon a farther 


Enquiry into the whole Matter; that you may 
not venture your eternal Salvation upon ſuc 
Pretences, as, being artfully dreſſed up, may at. 
the firſt Glance, perhaps, look a little plauſibly, 
until you have received full and clear Satisfaction 
of the Truth and Validity of them. 

XXXI. If I ſhould inſiſt upon every Addition, 
which the Council of Trent and after them Pope 
Pius have made to the Catholick Faith, it would 
fo far increaſe the Bulk of this Addreſs, as per- 
haps to diſcourage ſome of you from reading it : 
But there is one of Pope Pius, which carries 
many more within it, of which therefore I cannot 
but take Notice. It is ſet down in theſe Words; 
as you will find them, with the reſt, at the End. 
of this Addreſs. I do alſo, without any Doubt, 
receive and profeſs all other Things which have 
been delivered, defined, and declared, by the ſa- 
cred Canons, Oecumenical Councils, and eſpecially 
by the holy Synod of Trent. Now, that the Apo- 
{tles neither did nor could in this Manner teach 
the Chriſtian Church, is moſt manifeſt ; the Ca- 
nons and Councils here pointed at, and particu- 
larly the Synod of Trent, having not been in being, 
until many Years and Ages after their Death: 


And yet this is made a Part of that Profeſſion, 


which (as I have already ſaid) was eſtabliſhed in 
your Church by Pope Pius the Fourth, in pur- 
ſuance of the Decrees of the Council of Trent, 
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and is at this Time owned by you as the true Ca- 
tholick Faith, withaut which no Man can be ſaved. 
Perhaps, you will think it ſufficient to juſtify you 
in making this Prefeſſion, that you believe all 
the Do#rines contained in theſe Canons and 
Councils, and in the Synod of Trent, to have been 
taught by the Apoſtles, and thereby to have be- 
come the Cathelick Faith, and the Belief of them 
neceſſary to Salvation. But have you read over 
all theſe Canons and Councils, or even the Acts of 
the Synod of Trent? Do you know all the ſeveral 
and particular Dodtrines delivered, declared and defined 
by them, and each of them? And are you ſure, that 
Every one of theſe Doctrines was not only taught 
by the Apeſtles, but taught as a Matter of Faith, 
the Beliet whereof is neceſſary to Salvation? And 
if you are not ſure of this, how can you with a 
good Conſcience receive and own this Part of 
Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faith? J think, I have 
already ſhewn you, that there is very juſt Ground 
to conclude, that ſome of the DoEtrines defined 
by the Syned of Trent were never taught by the 
Apoſtles ; and much more might be added to the 
{ame Purpoſe, if at preſent there were Occaſion 
for it, Do not therefore thus ſwallow down 
whatever your Church propoſes to you; but 
firſt examine and try it; leſt, inſtead of wholeſome 
Spiritual Food, you ſhould take. that which is 
noxious or poiſonous. 

XXXII. Upon Occaſions like this, ſome of 
your Perſuaſion have anſwered, that all the Doc- 
zr ines contained in theſe Canons, and in the Acts of 
theſe Councils, and particularly of the Synod or 
Council of Trent, are either taken out of holy 
| Scripture, or delivered down from the Apoſtles 
by Tradition; that the Church is infallible —— 

er 
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her Interpretations of Scripture, and alſo in de- 
livering down her Traditions; that is to ſay, 
where Faith is concerned (for that in other 
Things, even the Church may poſſibly err, is not 
denied, at leaſt by many of you): Since then all theſe 
Doctrines are (as you ſuppoſe) declared by an in- 
fallible Church to be of Faith, you think you are 
bound to believe and receive them, without any 
farther Examination or Tryal of them: And in- 
deed I have often found that this Notion of the 
ſuppoſed Infallibility of the Church has ſo dazzled 
and even blinded the Underſtanding of many of 
you, that you will not be convinced of the moit 
groſs and palpable Abſurdities, when they are 
obtruded upon you under ſuch a venerable Name.. 
This then being the fundamental Principle of all 
the Truth which you maintain if you are in the 
Right, and of all your Errors if you are in the 
Wrong ; let me beg and entreat you, as you va- 
Tue your eternal Happineſs, and it you would not 
run blindfold you know not whither: Let me beg 
and entreat you (I ſay) to take this Point into your 
ſerious Conſideration, and with the moſt careful 
and impartial Attention to read and thoroughly 
weigh what I am now going to lay before you 
upon this moſt important Subject. | 
XXXIII. Whatever Imaginations you may 
have entertained, touching the /nfallibility of your. 
. Church; yet it. is not ſo. much as pretended, that 
each ſingle Chriſtian is nfallible : There is no 
particular Man amongſt you, but what muſt own 
that it is poſſible he may be miſtaken ; or what 
other Reaſon can be given why, in thoſe Places 
where the Pope has moſt Power, even your 
learned Men are not allowed, without a particu- 
lar Licence, to read the Books of. Hereticks, as 
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you term them ; neither are you permitted to 
read the Holy Scriptures, no not even your own 
Vulgar Tranſlationof them (as it is commonly called) 
altho* many of you underſtand the Latin Tongue, 
or to enter into any free Debate with us touching 
ſuch Matters as are in Controverſy between us: 
W hat (I ſay) is, or can be, the Reaſon of theſe 
and ſuch like Prohibitions that are laid upon 
you, but only this, that your eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernors are very ſenſible, that there is not one 
ſingle Man of you, but may poſſibly be deceived, 
and led into Error, and even into Hereſy ? If 
then there be no ſingle Man of you, but what 
may be miſtaken; is it not the Duty of every 
one of you to take all the Care he can that 
he be not deceived in any one thing upon which 
his eternal Salvation depends? And if you will 
take ſuch things upon "Truſt, without enquitin 
the beſt you can into them ; is it not at leaſt 
poſſible that your own Prie/t may himſelf be miſ- 
taken, and thereby deceive you, as well as I, 
or any other of our Clergy? And how can you 
be ſure, that you are not miſtaken in this very 
Point touching the Infallibility of your Church 
(upon which you build your whole Religion) if you 
do not make the ſtricteſt Search you are able into 
the Grounds and Reaſons of it ? That there is 
very great Uncertainty amongſt yourſelves, touch- 
ing this fame Infallibility, is moſt notorioufly evi- 
dent, in that they who are zealous for it, cannot 
in all this Time agree in ſeveral moſt material 
Points about it ; as for Inſtance, Whether it be 
placed in the Pope fingly, or in a General Coun- 
eil antecedently to the Pope's Confirmation, or 
only in the Pope and Council in Conjunction? 
Whether it be confined to Matters of Faith 
. ſtrictly 
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ſtrictly fo called? or, Whether it extends to any, 
and what other Matters? Whether it be an ab- 
ſolute Infallibility, or only conditional; that is to 
ſay, Provided that the Proceedings are duly regu- 
lated, and all proper Care be taken for ſufficient 
Information; with divers other Things concern- 
ing it, which are not yet determined and ſettled 
even amongſt your moſt learned Men: And if 
a Man does not carefully and diligently enquire 
into the whole Matter, how can he be fure, that 
even the very Claim of Infullibility, upon which 
you ſo much depend, is any rnore than a ground- 
leſs Pretence ? For if you are not mfallibly aſſured 
of every Point that is neceſſary to ſupport the 
Claim of Infallibility in its full Strength, your Be- 
lief of it, and of every Thing which is grounded 
upon it, muſt of Neceſſity rely upon a fallible 
Foundation; juſt as if a Man ſhould build his 
Houſe upon a Rock, and this Rack ſhould only 
be ſupported by a Bank of Sand; the Sand, and 
not the Rack, would properly be the Foundation 
of the Houſe : For if the Sand ſhall give way, 
both the Rock and the Houſe built upon it muſt 
neceſſarily fall down together. There is no 
Doubt to be made, but that in all Matters of 
Conſequence, and eſpecially where our eternal 
Salvation is at Stake, every Man ought to ſeek 
for the bet Aſſurance of which he is capable. 
Rational Aſſurance, that may be ſufficient to 
_ convince and ſatisfy the Mind of a ſober Man, 
is what God has made us capable of : And upon 
ſuch Afarance as this, we never ſcruple to act in 
. Matters of the greateſt Moment. But Aſſurance 
ftrifth infallible is what no ſingle Man is capa- 
ble /, becauſe no ing An is infallible : And if 
you have (and indeed are capable of having) no. 
more 
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more than a rational Aſſurance of your Church's 
Infallibility; it is impoſſible for you to have 
more than a rational Aſſurance of that Religion 
which is thereupon grounded. Nor can any. of 
you have even a rational Aſſurance of this. ſame: 
Infallibility, until the ſeveral Points, which L 
have but now mentioned, and all others which 
are ſtill, even amongſt yourſelves, in Controverſy 
about it, are rationally and fully cleared up to your 
full Satisfaction. 

XXXIV. I think, I have ſaid enough, to con- 
vince you (if you will hearken to it) that you 
cannot, with Safety to your Souls, rely upon the 
pretended Infallibility of your Church, until you- 
have made the moſt ſtrict Enquiry. you are able, 
into the Grounds and Reaſons of it, and are 
fully convinced both of it; and in what Perſon. 
or Perſons it reſides. And: whenever any of. you. 
ſet yourſelves to do this, I beg you would take 
this one thing, among many others, into your 
moſt ſerious Conſideration : That if any Argu- 
ment which we bring to prove that the Church 
of Rome has erred, and flill does err in any Matter 
of Faith, be moſt evidently ſtronger: than all the 
Arguments which are brought to prove her to 
be infallible; Her Pretence of Infallibility muſt 
thereby of Neceſſity be for ever overthrown. 
For if ſhe has erred, and ſtill continues to err, 
ſhe cannot be infallible; and the ſtronger Argu- 
ments muſt always take Place before the weaker. 
Conſider then, I beſeech you, the ſeveral Argu- 
ments that are brought by Proteſtants te prove 
that the Church of Rome has ſo erred, and con- 
tinues to err, in her ſeveral Doctrines concerning 
Tranſubſiantiation, the Sadvefice of the Maſs, the 
Werſhip of the Hoſt, the Communion under one — ; 
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_ only, Purgatory, and the Worſhipping of Saints and 
Images (to ſay nothing at preſent of the reſt of 
her Errors), read ſome of the Books that have 
been written by our Divines upon theſe ſeveral 
Subjects; nay, do but well weigh the few 
Things that J have in this ſhort Addreſs ſuggeſted - 
to you about them, and obſerve how contrary all. 
theſe Doctrines are to the Holy Scriptures, and 
one of them (I mean Tranſubſtantiation) as con- 
trary as it is poſſible for any Doctrine to be both 
to Senſe and Reaſon: And then compare our 
ſtrong and clear Arguments whereby we prove 
our — of Error, in theſe ſeveral Matters, 
againſt the Church of Rome; compare them (I ſay) 
with thoſe poor, weak, and perplexed ones, where- 
by your Divines endeavour to eſtabliſh her Infal- 
libility; and if you will be true to your own Souls, 
you cannot but reject and even ſpurn at this pre- 
ſumptuous Pretence. For I am not willing to call 
it by as hard a Name as it deſerves. 

XXXV. Every Truth (eſpecially in Religion) 
the more it is enquired into, and the better both 
it and the Grounds of it are known, the more 
it fixes and confirms itſelf in the Minds of Men; 
and therefore our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that He 
that doth Truth cometh to the Light, that his Deeds 
may be made manifet ; John. iii. 21. But the 
moſt likely Way for Error to find Reception, 
is, that it be kept in a great Degree of Darkneſs 
and Obſcurity ; for which Reaſon he tells us, in 
the foregoing Verſe, that every one that doth Evil, 
hateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, leſt 
his Deeds ſhould be reproved. Conſider then, I 
befeech you, what Care is taken by the Gover- 
nors of your Church, to keep you all in a very 
great Degree of Ignorance, and to binder you from 
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ſeeking after more and more Knowledge, even in 
Matters of Faith, which yet, they ſay, are neceſ- 
ſary to be believed, in order to Salvation; and 
then judge, whether the Reaſon hereof can be 
any other than this, that they are apprehenſive, if 
ou ſhould make a farther Search into theſe 

atters, and enquire into the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of them, you might probably make a Diſ- 
covery of thoſe Errors in which they hold you. 
If any of you apply to a judicious Proteſtant for 
Inſtruction in Religion, he will give you ſuch 
Proof as is ſufficient fally to convince and ſatisfy 
every ſober Man, and more than this, no Man, 
as I have already ſhewn you, is capable of; he (I 
ſay) will give you — rational Aſſurance that 
there is a God, who made the whole World by 
bis Wiſdom and Power, and governs it by his 
Providence ; that the Chriſtian Religion is a Re- 
velation of God's Will to Mankind, made by 
Perſons whom he was pleaſed in an extraordinary 
Manner to inſpire and endow with Knowledge, 
whereby they were enabled to make it known ts 
the World; that the Holy Scriptures. of the 
New Teſtament were written by ſome of theſe 

Perſons who were ſo inſpired, and therefore are 
to be received as the Word of God; that the 
* Wr of the Old Teſtament are alſo 
his Word; that in theſe Holy Scriptures (eſpe- 
cially if we compare them one with the other) all. 
thoſe Things which God requires from Man, in 
order to his eternal Salvation, are ſo plainly de- 
livered, that every ſober Man, with moderate 
Care and Diligence, may come to a ſufficient 
and ſatisfactory * of them; that they 
who have ſufficient Capacity and Opportunity for 
id-qught to endeavour, as thoroughly as they can, 
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to underſtand every Part of the Holy Scriptures 
'but that, where Men have not ſuch Capacity or 
Opportunity, God requires no more from them, 
but they ſhould learn and practiſe ſuch Things as 
are neceſſary to their eternal Salvation; and laſt- 
ly, that the Tranſlations of the Holy Scriptures 
into the ſeveral Languages, of which we make 
Uſe, have no Miſtake or Error in them, that is 
deſtructive of, or dangerous to, the Salvation of 
any Man: Of all this (I ſay) a judicious Pro- 
teflant will give ſuch rational Aſſurance, as is 
abundantly ſufficient to convince and ſatisfy every 
ſober Man: And ſince no fingle Man is infallible ; 
what more can any of you or us expect or de- 
ſire? Or what indeed are we capable of, beyond 
ſuch a Rational Aſſurance ? And, when all this is 
done, he will take the Holy Scriptures, in ſuch a 
Language as you underſtand, and there he will 
ſhew you, in as plain Words as can be made Uſe 
of, all that God requires to be believed and done 
by you in order to your being eternally happy in 
the Life to come. This is the plain and rational 
Way that a judicious Prete/lant would take to in- 
ſtrud you in Religion, if you would think fit to 
hearken to it; and in this Method it is manifeſt, 
that a Chriſtian of a moderate Capacity may not 
only ſatisfy his own Conſcience, but alſo give 
ſufficient Satisfaction to every Gainſayer, who 
impartially attends to it, touching the Truth of 
his Religion, and the Ground of it. Now let us 
ſuppoſe, that any of you ſhould apply to a Prięſ 
or Biſhop of your own Communion for the like 
Inſtruction: According to the Method moſt 
commonly uſed in your Church, he will give 
you a Liſt of Doctrines, Duties, and Sins, and 
tell you, that if you firmly believe theſe Doc- 
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trines, diligently practice theſe Duties, and 
carefully avoid theſe Sins, you will certainly 
be ſaved: If you aſk, concerning the Doc- 


trines (which are the Foundation of all the reſt) 
how you are to be convinced of the Truth 
of them; for that, without ſuch Conviction, 
it is impoſſible for you to believe them; he will 


tell you, that this the Faith of the Church, to 
which therefore you are bound to give your full 
Aﬀent : And if you aſk, upen what Ground does 
the Church receive and believe theſe Doctrines, 
and make every one of them a Part of the Chri- 
flian Faith, and the Belief of them neceflary to 
Salvation; he will tell you, that this is an En- 
quiry which you ought not to take upon you to 
make; for that it is your Duty to live in an entire 
Submiſſian to the Deciſions of the Church, and not 
to inform yourſelves of any other Thing, ſave only 
to know what ſhe teaches you, it being impoſſuble for 
yau to be deceived whilſt you hearken to her, I 
ſpeak the Words which the Biſhop of Viviers 
puts into the Mouth of his new Converts in 
France, in a Book of [n/iruftons by his Order, 
and, with Approbation and Privilege, publiſhed 
for them, Part. 1. Int. 6. The Words in the 
French, which I have exactly tranſlated, are—— 
De vivre dans une entiere ſoumiſſion aux deciſions de 
PEgliſe, & de ne minformer point d'autre chaſe 
gue de ſcavoir ce qu'elle nous enſeigne, ne pouvant me 
tromper en Picoutant, But if you ſhould farther 
inſiſt, and ſay, that we ought always to be ready 
e every one, who aſteth us a Reaſon of the 
ope that is in us; as St. Peter requires, 1. Pet, 
iii. 15. And that this Anſwer would never give 
the leaſt Satisfaction to any one who is not be- 
fore-hand perſuaded of the Authority of the 
2 Church: 
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Church : And if upon this you ſhould farther de- 
mand, Fir/t, How it can be proved, that God 
has commanded you thus to give yourſelves up 
to be guided by any Society of Men who are cal- 
led the Church? Secondly, How you are to be ſuf- 
ficiently informed, who thoſe Men are that make 
up this Church, by which you are thus to be gui- 
ded? And, Thirdly, Who it is, that has unqueſti- 
onable Authority to propoſe the Doctrine of the 
Church to you, and alſo to expound or explain 
it, in Caſe that, in any Inftance, you ſhould not 
rightly underſtand it ? To the two former of theſe 
Queſtions, he will perhaps make ſome Offer at an 
Anſwer, which yet you will find to have no Soli- 
dity or real Satisfaction in it: But to the laſt 
3 a ſufficient Anſwer to which, his An- 
wers to the two others, even if they were in 
themſelves good, would manifeſtly be of no Uſe 
to you) to the laſt of theſe Queſtions (I ſay) he 
can have no ſort of Anſwer, that I know of, to 
give you, but that which in private Converſation 
has been given to me by ſome even of your lear- 
ned Men; which is, that, for Information herein, 
you muſt depend upon the Knowledge and Sin- 
cerity of your Paſtor, whoſe Buſineſs it is to un- 
derſtand theſe Matters, and therein to inſtruct 
thoſe who are committed to his Care: And if 
you aſk, why you may not as well depend upon 
the Knowledge and Sincerity of a Proteflant Bi- 
' ſhop or Clergyman, who may have as much Learn- 
ing and Honeſty, as any of your own, and who 
makes it his Buſineſs to underitand the Holy Scrip- 


tires, and out of them to inſtru all that will 


hearken to him, in the Way of Salvation; I know 
no Colour, or even Shadow, of a Reply that can 


be given you. And — the Method that 


ſome 
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ſome of your moſt learned Men have taken, to 
avoid being preſſed by ſuch Queſtions as theſe, is 
to adviſe you to enter into no Debates about Mat- 
ters of Faith, but wholly to content yourſelves 
with what is commonly called Fides Carbonaria, 
or the poor Collier's Faith; J believe what the 
Church believes: The Church believes what J be- 
lieve: (and fo again and again): which is all 


the Anſwer they adviſe you to give whenever 


you are puzzled with any Queſtions concerning 
your Faith, Now how this can be look'd up- 
on as Haith, or how ſuch a Profeſſion can, with 
a good Conſcience, be made, even by an ignorant 
Man, if he has the leaſt Degree of Underſtand- 
ing, is more than I am able to apprehend ; and 
yet even Bellarmine himſelf (the moſt ſkilful of 
your Controverſial Writers) expreſſes great Appro- 
bation of it, as being the ſafeſt even for a learned 
(and much more then certainly for an unlearned) 
Man, The Hiſtory, as he ſets it down from an- 
other of your learned Writers, Peter Barecius, 
Biſhop of Padua, is, in ſhort, this: There were 
ce two learned Men, excellent Diſputants, of good 
« Morals, and very religious. One of theſe, when 
<« he was near his Death, was queſtioned by the 
Devil concerning his Faith; and, believing he 
« had Skill enough to defend it, he entered into 
« a Diſputation with the Tempter, about ſome of 
<« the Particulars of it. But the Devil was too 
ce cunning for him, and, in the Progreſs of the 
Debate, drew him into Error, touching ſome 
« Particulars of the Athanaſian Creed. Upon 
& which, Death ſeizing him, he was condemned 
c to the Flames of Hell: And ſoon after, appear- 


oc ing in this ſad Condition to the other Man, who 


ce had been his Friend and Companion, he gave 
we : „ him 
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« him an Account of the whole Matter. Upon 


e this, the other learned Man, conſulting with 
* ſuch of his Friends as be thought beſt able to 
„ adviſe him, was reſolved to take a ſafer Way. 


And therefore, when the Devil, in the like 


„Manner, enquired into his Faith, and aſked 


„ him, what he believed ? His Anſwer was, that 


« he believed what his Mother the Church belie- 


© ved. The Devil tien aſked him, what his Moe 


* ther the Church believed ? To waich his Aalwer 
«K was, She believes what I believe, And, as if 
the ſame Queſtions had again and again been 
« put to him, he continued, in the Hearing 
« of the Standers-by, to lay, I believe what the 
« Church believes, and the Church believes whut 1 


- 


« helieve; and never left off to repeat the ſame 
% Words until he died. And after a few Days 


« he appeared to thoſe who had given him this 
« Advice, and gave them Thanks, that, by their 
« Counſel, he had aſcended into the Kingdom of 
« Heaven.“ As ridiculous as this Story appears 
to be, it is related by Bellarmine in the moſt ſeri- 
ous manner, in his Treatiſe, Of the Art of Dying 
well, Book II. Chap. . and ſufficiently ſhews, that 
he, as well as others of your learned Men, had a 


very high Opinion of the Fides Carbonaria, or the 


Colliers Faith, altho' he does not call it by that 
common Name. Add to this, that all of you are 


either wholly debarred from reading the Hoy 


Scriptures ; or, if any of you are allowed to read 
them, you are ſtrictly forbidden to form any Judg- 
ment or Opinion of your own upon them, or to 
make any Interpretation of them in Matters of 


Faith, but what your Church makes ſor you; that 


what this Interpretation is, there are very few of 


you that have any other Way to know, but as you 
1 2 muſſ 


in Purſuance of the Determinations of the Coun- 
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muſt take the Word of your Prieft for it; that all 
yy publick Worſhip, from whence you might 

ope to receive ſome Inſtruction, is performed in 
an unknown Tongue ; and that ſcarce any of you 
are allowed to read any other Books of Religion, 
except thoſe which are recommended to you Þ 
your own Clergy. Conſider all this (I ſay) in the 
moſt ſerious Manner, and then judge, whether 
you have not the greateſt Reaſon that can be, to 
ſuſpect that you are held in Error, ſince ſo much 
Care is taken to keep you in groſs Ignorance. 

XXXVI. It is not my Deſign at preſent, to 

confute the Errors into which your Church has led 

ou; which has already been often, with great 

trength of Judgment, done by many of our Pro- 


zeflant Writers: My only Aim in this Addreſs (as 


1 told you in the Beginning of it) is to put you 
upon a ſerious and diligent Enquiry into the Truth 
and Lawfulneſs of the ſeveral Things which you 
profeſs and practiſe; that you may not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be kept in Ignorance of the Grounds and 
Reaſons of any Thing upon which you are made 
to believe that your Eternal Salvation depends. I 
might indeed add many more Conſiderations, up- 
on this Subject, to thoſe which J have here uſed. 
But if what I have ſaid will not awaken you out 
of that religious Lethargy in which the Generality 
of you ſeem tome to be, I fear that all I am able 
further to ſay will have but little Effect upon you. 
However, my Prayers ſhall never be wanting for 
you, nor my Endeavours to bring you into the 
right Way, if any of you, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, will accept of them. | 


According to my Promiſe, I here * the 
Additions, or new Articles, which Pope Pius IV. 


cil 
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eil of Trent, has linked with the ancient Catholick 
Faith, in the Profeſſion of Faith by him ficſt pub» 
liſhed in the Year 1564, wherein you will find, 
that he makes the new Faith alike neceſſary to 


Salvation with the old, 
The former Part of this —_— of Faith is 
Y 


a Recital of the Creed commonly called the Ni- 
cene Creed, which we receive alike with you; and 
accordingly have it inſerted in our publick Litur- 
gy, in the Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper, To this Creed Pope Pius adds, and con- 
nects with it, the following Articles, as I have here 
exactly tranſlated them from the Original Latin: 


] moſt firmly admit and embrace the Apoſto- 
4 lical and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and all the 
„ other Obſervances and Conſtitutions of the ſame. 
Church. 


& I do likewiſe admit the Holy Scriptures ac- 
© cording to that Senſe which Holy Mother 
Church doth, to whom it belongs to judge of 
the true Senſe and Interpretation of the Holy 
„ Scriptures : Nor will I ever receive and inter- 
<< pret them. otherwiſe than according to the. 
** unanimous Conſent of the Fathers. 


do allo profeſs, that there are truly, and 
& properly Seven Sacraments of the New Law, 
6 inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and ne- 
c ceſſary to the Salvation of Mankind, though 
© not all of them to every one: That is to ſay, 
& Baptiſm, Confirmation, the Euchariſt, Penance, 
« Extreme Unction, Orders, and Matrimony ;' 
„ and that they do confer Grace; and that of 
theſe, Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Orders may 
5 F 3 eng 
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% not be repeated without Sacrilege. I do alſo 
« receive and admit the received and approved 
© Rights of the Catholick Church in the ſolemn 
% Adminiſtration of the aboveſaid Sacraments, 


« do embrace and receive all and every thing 
© that hath been defined and declared by the Ho- 
& y Synod of Trent, concerning Original Sin and 
6 fuſilfication 


&« T do, in like Manner, profeſs, that in the 
e {Pals there is offered a true, proper, and pro- 
< pitiatory, Sacrifice forthe Living and the Dead; 
<« and that in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Eu- 
&« chariſt, there is truly, really, and ſubſtantially, 
e the Body and Blood, together with the Soul and 
Divinity of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt; and that 
« there is a Converſion made of the whole Sub- 
6 ſtance of the Bread into the Body, and of the 
ce whole Subſtance of the Wine into the Blood, 
cc which Converſion the Catholick Church calls 
« Tranſub/tantiation. 


<« J confeſs, alſo, that under one Kind only, 
& whole and entire Jeſus, and a true Sacrament, 
« js received, | 


« do firmly hold, that there is a Purgatory, 
© and that the Souls there detained are relieved 
“by the Suffrages of the Faithful. 


« And, in like manner, that the Saints, reign- 
© ing together with Chri/?, are to be worſhiped 
and pray'd to; and that they do offer Prayers 
« unto God for us; and that their Relicks are to 
« be worſhiped. 

1 « do 
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ec I do moſt firmly aſſert, that the Images of 
c Chri/t, and of the ever-Virgin Mother of God, 
© and of the other Saints, ought to be had and 
c retained, and that due Honour and Worſhip. 
<« ought to be given to them. 


&« Alſo I do affirm, that the Power of Indul-. 
& pences was left by Chri/t in the Church; and 
& that the Uſe of them is of moſt. great Safety to. 
« Chriſtian People. 5 


acknowledge the Holy Catholick and Apo- 
& ſtolick Roman Church to be the Mother and. 
«© Miſtreſs of all Churches; and I do promiſe 
© and ſwear true Obedience to the Roman Pope, 
& the Succeſſor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apo- 


&« ftles and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 


& I do alſo, without any Doubt, receive and 
& profeſs all other Things which have been de- 
„ livered, defined, and declared, by the Holy 
& Canons and Oecumenical Councils, and chief- 
„ly by the Sacred Holy Synod of: Trent; and 
& all contrary Things and Hereſies whatſo- 
ever, condemned, rejected, and curſed, by the 
*« Church, I do likewiſe condemn, reject, and 
* curſe. . | 


Note, This true Catholick Faith, without 
c which no Man can be ſaved, which at this Time 
I freely profeſs and fully hold, I will take Care, 
c as much as ſhall lie in me (with God's Help), 
e conſtantly to keep whole and inviolate, and to 
e confeſs the ſame unto the laſt Breath of my 

1 N Life; 
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Life; and that it be held, taught, and preached, 
« by thoſe under my Power, or of whom the 
& Care ſhall belong to me in my Profeſſion; 
« This I the ſaid N. do promiſe, vow, and 


ﬆ ſwear; ſo help me God, and theſe God's holy 
« Goſpels”. | 


F I N II. 


"TRACTS againſt Pop ER r, 
By the Author of the Charitable Addreſs, &c. 


Printed for JohN R1vINGTON, at the Bible and 
Crown, in St. Paul's Church- Yard. 


I. A N Anſwer to two Objections made againſt the 
Charitable Addreſs io all who are of the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome. Price 64. 

II. A Perſuaſive to the Study of the Holy Scriptures : 
In a Letter to a ſober Gentleman of the Church of 
Rome. Price 4d. or 1/. 5s. per Hundred, 

III. A fincere Chriſtian and Convert from the Church 
of Rome, exemplified in the Caſe of Daniel Herley, a 
poor Iriſh Peaſant. Price 3d. or 205. per Hundred. 

IV. St. Paul's Deſcription of his own Religion, open- 
ed and explained. The ſecond Edition. Price 44. 
or 1/. gs. per Hundred. 

V. The True Churchman ſet in a juft and clear 
Light; or, an Eſſay towards the Right Character of a 
Faithful Son of the Eſtabliſhed Church. The ſecond 
Edition, Price 4d. or II. 5s. per Hundred. | 

VI. Religion tried by the Teſt of ſober and impar- 
tial Reaſon. The ſecond Edition corrected. Price 15. 

VII. Thankfulneſs to Almighty God for his more' 
ancient and latter Mercies and Deliverancesto the Britiſh 
and Proteſtants within the Kingdom of Ireland. A Ser- 
mon preached before the Houſe of Commons at St. An- 
drew's Church, Dublin, October 23, 1711. Printed by 
Order of the Houſe of Commons. Price 34. 


Alfo by the moſt Reverend Dr. E. SYNGE, late Lord 
Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland, are written the 
following Devotional Books, &c. | 


VIII. Plain Inſtructions for the Young and Ignorant, 
comprized in a ſhort and eaſy Expoſition of the Church 
Catechiſm, adapted to the Underſtanding and Memory 
of thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity. The eighth Edition. 
Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred. 1 

IX. Some ſhort and plain Directions for ſpending 
one Day well, by which (if every Day carefully ob- 


ſerved), 
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ſerved) a Man may be much enabled (through God's 
Grace) to ſpend his whole Life well. A new Edi- 
tion. Price 19. or 6s. per Hundred. | - 

X. An Eſſay towards making the knowledge of Re- 
ligion eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity: Being a ſhort and 
plain Account of the Doctrines and Rules of Chriſtiani- 
ty. The tenth Edit. Price 2d. or 125. per Hundred. 

XI. An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences which 
Men ordinarily make for their not coming to the Holy 
Communion : To which is added, A brief Account of the 
End and Deſign of the Holy Communion, the Obliga- 
tion to receive it, the Way to prepare for it, and the 
Behaviour of ourſelves both at and after it. The 
ſeventeenth Edition. Price 34. or 20s. per Hundred. 

* This Book is alſo printed in a very large Letter, for 
the Curious, Aged, and ſuch as cannot aſe a ſmall Print. 
Price bound in black Calf 15. plain bound 89. ſew'd 6d. 

XII. A Help to the devout Performance of private 
Prayer. The ſecond Edit. Price 19. or 6s. per Hundred. 

XIII. Some Rules for the Conduct of Human Life, 
ſhewing the Way of Living: 1. Wifely. 2. Harmo- 


niouſly. 3. Peaceably and Quietly. 4. In Buſineſs, 


8. In much Buſineſs. 6. In the Intervals of Buſineſs. 
7. In Travel. Price 3d. or 205. per Hundred. 

XIV. The Way to Eternal Salvation plainly pointed 
out. Price 29. or 125. per Hundred. | 

XV. Le Rule of Self. Examination, or the only 
Way of baniſhing Doubts and Scruples, and direQing 
the Conſcience inthe ſatisfactory Practice of all Chriſtian 
Duties. The ſecond Edition. Price 44. or 10. 55. per 
Hundred. 

XVI. A plain and eaſy Method, whereby a Man of 
moderate Capacity may arrive at full Satisfaction in all 
Things that concern his Everlaſting Salvation: Toe 
which is added, a Paraphraſe on St. Athanaſius's Creed. 
The ſecond Edition. Price 64. or 5s. per Dozen. | 

XVII. Catholick Chriſtianity;or,an Eſſay towards leſ- 
ſening the Number of Controverſics among Chriſtians, 


The third Edition. Price 4d. or 1/. 55. per Hundred.. 


XVIII. A brief Diſcourſe of the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, and the Uſe that is to be made of them; 
with an Appendix, in which, from the Principles laid 
down or ſuggeſted in the Diſcourſe, an Anſwer is given 


to three important Queſtions; the Determination 
whereof would much contribute to reſtoring Com. 
munion between different Churches. Price 4d. or 14. 


81. per Hundred. . 
XIX. The true Nature of an Oath. Price 14. or 


Gs. per Hundred. 
XX. Free-thinking in Matters of Religion ſtated and 
recommended. The ſecond Edition. Price 44. 
XXI. The Authority of the Church in Matters of Re- 


ligion. The ſecond Edition. Price 44. £4 

XXII. Eternal Salvation the only End and Deſign of 
Religion. Price 3d. | | 

XXIII. The D.vine Authority of Church Govern- 
ment and Epiſcopacy, ſtated and aflerted upon Princi- 
ples common to all Chriſtians, Price 44. 

XXIV. The Wiſdom of being —_— A Sermon 
preached at the Caſtle-Chapel in Dublin, Feb. 20, 
1704. Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred. 

XXV. Honeſty the beſt Policy; an Eſſay concerning 
the true Way of rendering a Nation happy, and its Go- 
vernment firm and laſting. Price 24. or 125. per Hundr, 

XXVI. A Gentleman's Religion, in three Parts: The 
firſt contains the Principles of Natural Religion; the ſe- 
cond and third the Doctrines of Chriſtianity both as to 
Faith and Practice. With an Appendix, wherein it is 
proved, that nothing contrary to our Reaſon can poſſi- 
bly be the Object of our Belief; but that it is no juſt 
Exception againſt ſome of the Doctrines of cache. 
that they are above our Reaſon. The ſixth Edition. 
Price 2s. bound. | 
In the Preface to a Treatiſe publiſhed in the Year 

1745, entitled --. A ſummary Account of the Deiſts 

Religion &c, --- The ingenious Writer ſays, That 

ge is daily more and more confirmed in the Chri- 

« ftian Principles, by his conſtant Pocket Companion, 

% ſmall in its Bulk, but weighty in its Contents, 

* The Gentleman's Religion.“ | | 

To which he has ſubjoin'd the following Note : 

The Gentleman's Religion has paſſed fix Editions, 

* with uncommon Applauſe, and was compiled by 

« Dr. Edward Synge, Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland, 

*« for the Inſtruction of Gentlemen in Natural as 


« well as Revealed Religion”. 
XXVII. 


XXVII. An Eſſay on Fooliſh Queſtions: Another vn 
Contending for the Faith. Being the Subſtance of two 
Viſitation Sermons, Matt. 13. 257. While Men ſlept, 
the Enemy came and ſowed 'Tares among the Wheat, 
and went his Way.” Ed. 2. Price 64. or 5s. per Dozen. 

XX VIII. Sober Thoughts for the Cure of Melancho- 
ly, eſpecially that which is Religious. Price 2d. or 
125. per Hundred. | 

XXIX. An AbſtraQ of the Church Catechiſm, briefly 
containing the Subſtance of all that is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. Price 2d. or 121. per Hundred. 

XXX. A Diſcourſe of Confirmation; in a Dialogue 
between the Miniſter of a Pariſh and a young Servant 
Maid named Sarah. Containing proper Inſtructions for 
ſuch as are to be confirmed: Humbly offered to the 
Conſideration of all Parents, and others, who have the 
Care of educating Youth. Price 14. or 6s. per Hundr, 

XXXIII. Advice. to a young Divine concerning 
Pieaching. Price 1d. or 66. per Hundred. 

XXXIV. Two TraQs ; the one, Directions to aſober 
Chriſtian, for the acceptable Offering up the Lord's 
Prayer to God in his private Devotions; the other, So- 
ber Thoughts on the Doctrine of Predeſtination. Frice 
1d. or 6s. per Hundred. 

XXXV. The Root and Spring of true Virtue and 
Piety : A Sermon preached at Tuam, much enlarged, 
Price 44, or 1/. 5s. per Hundred. 


V. B. The whole Works of the moſt Reverend Dr. 
Epwarp SYNGE, late Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam 
in Ireland, may be had, bound together, in Four 
neat Pocket Volumes. Price 1 2s. bound, 


A Compendious View of the Religion of Nature De- 
lineated ; being an Abridgment of Mr. Woolafton's 
Treatiſe under that Title. To which is added an Ap- 
pendix concerning the Chriſtian Religion. The ſecond 
Edition corrected. Price 2s. bound. 


